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NRMA INSURANCE
Finding the right kind of insurance can be hard, especially when you own a rare
and valuable vehicle that has unique insurance needs.
There are a number of things you should consider when looking for insurance for
your special vehicle.
Make sure the policy has an Agreed Value option. This allows you to include extras such as any work
that has been done to restore or improve its condition, that wouldn’t usually be considered in a standard market value.
The option of Salvage retention is especially important for owners of veteran, vintage or classic vehicles, as this feature allows owners to keep the wreck after an accident as a potential to rebuild or a
source of parts. Please review conditions of this carefully as with some insurers there is an extra cost
involved or the vehicle has to be of a certain age.
Many restorers of veteran, vintage or classic vehicles require cover for vehicles under restoration.
Make sure your vehicle is covered on and off the road. Other policy features such as choice of repairer
are also worth considering.
The most important thing to remember is to always read your policy documents and weigh up all the
pros and cons, financial or otherwise, because only you can decide what cover is best for your vehicle.
With NRMA Insurance we will take as much care of your classic vehicle as you do.
Our Veteran, Vintage and Classic Vehicle Insurance policy is designed for vehicles used for hobby and
recreational purposes and includes cover up to the agreed value, faultless excess and retention of salvage after an accident (for vehicles manufactured prior to 31/12/1980).
As a bonus, you may be eligible for NRMA Traveller Care, at no extra cost for vehicles over 15 years of
age that break down more than 100kms from home within Australia. This gives you extra help if you
run into problems away from home, and provides accommodation, car rental and an extended towing
service. Subject to certain conditions.
Give us a call on 1800 646 605 or visit our website at www.nrma.com.au to discuss your vehicle’s insurance needs.
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Club Runs 2013
Contact : Col Money 0418 696 830 or Craig Downes - 0409 779 430 for information on runs and to let them
know if you might be going.
For Coffee Runs contact Mike Sidney 0434 023 815 for dates & times.
May 6
May 4
May 19

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
Coffee Run Venue TBA one week prior to event CALL Mike Sydney
CMC National Motoring Heritage Day “The Entrance” – See Flyer page 19

June 3
June 16
June 30 B run

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
Goulburn “fix that heater run”. Meet at Leo’s Diner, Cross Roads 9am
“Rattle 'n' Hum” Car Show. Castle Hill RSL. Castle Street. Castle Hill

July 1
July 7
July 21

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
Inspection day for cars on historic rego & run. Meet Lake Parramatta at 10.00AM
Liverpool Super Swap - Fairfield Showgrounds.

August 5
August 2,3,4
August 18

AGM -Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
Hunter Valley Chrysler Club’s Wake Run to Canton Beach Tourist Park
CMC Eastern Creek Display – Tickets holders only. Meet inside Eastern Creek.

September 2
September 15
September 29

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
Punt run and counter lunch details TBA
Coffee Run Venue TBA one week prior to event Mike Sydney

October 7
October 20
October 28

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
All Chrysler Day – Fairfield Showgrounds Smithfield Road
www.allchryslerday.com
Highlands Motorfest at Bowral.

November 4
November 10
November 24

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
Mopar Rumble – Sydney Dragway Eastern Creek
Christmas at Chipping Norton Lakes. Meet 10 am at venue

New Chrysler Car Colour—
LEAF Green.
We’ve all had leaves fall on our car, but this is
ridiculous.
The new owner of Replacement Valiant Parts,
and proud S Series owner Ryan Punch of
Camden, recently walked outside to discover
a branch had fallen on his green “S”.
Unfortunately the branch was still connected
to the rest of the bloody huge tree that made
his car look like a “lowrider”.
Ryan says the damage isn’t as bad as you’d
think, and repairs will be underway soon.
—Ed
R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW
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President’s Message
Colin Kenny—Levick

I was recently looking through our membership list and was happily surprised
that a great many of you have been members for many years and whilst
delighted at this, it also occurred to me that this magazine is probably all the
communication you get from your club (with the exception of the R&S members’
forum online - www.1962valiants.yuku.com - and Craig Downes’ emails before
club runs). So I thought that it might be worthwhile to ask you, the members, what else you would like to see
from your Club.

At our monthly meetings, we discuss all manner of ideas that we could do for our club members. In the past,
we have produced some reproduction parts and provided tips and advice but what I would like to do is to invite
you to feel free to email me with anything you would like to see that we may feasibly provide for you. I can’t
guarantee that we can take on all ideas but all thoughts and comments will be tabled for discussion. My email
address is ckl003@aol.com. We would love to hear from you.

The committee for the 2015 R & S Valiant National Rally has been busy going to locations, tying down the venues and is now starting on some of the smaller details. Warwick Nicklin, John and Sue Pulo and Colin Money
have contributed a great deal of time and we will continue to keep you informed of our progress. It promises to
be the “must attend” event of the year.

For those of you that may wish to talk about car insurance issues, we are having a guest speaker at our May
meeting from NRMA’s Veteran, Vintage & Classic Vehicle Insurance division. Mr. David Snape will be addressing
the club on all things to do with insurance on your classic car(s) so it could be worth your while to attend.

Colin Kenny-Levick
President

WELCOME - a “NEW” magazine sponsor.
Our magazine welcomes a new sponsor in the form of Ryan Punch.
He has taken over the old Valiant Replacement Parts business formerly owned by Geoff Dundon - you can see
his ad on the rear cover of this magazine. Ryan has had 1962 Valiants for as far back as I can remember, and
we’d like to thank him for his support.
Don’t hesitate to call him for any bits you may need. And don’t be fooled by the picture (left)…….he won’t be
selling parts off the green “S”, he’s repairing it. I do hear he has plenty of other stuff for sale though.
Peter
The R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW
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Upcoming Events
OK…….chances are the magazine didn’t get to the printers in time, and hence posted to you on time, but just in
case…...there is a date change for the coming weekends run.
April 28th-CHANGED VENUE.
The All Chrysler Day RUN has been cancelled due to the venue at Brian Linigens Motor Museum being SOLD.
Therefore, Craig has suggested the following :
For those interested in coming for a friendly “Claytons” run, please meet at Krispy Kreme Donuts at
Cumberland Highway Liverpool at 10:00 am. From there Craig suggests a leisurely drive up Heathcote Road or
via Appin to the Sublime Point Café, which is on the Princes Highway at Bulli Tops.
BE THERE, OR BE…..NOT THERE”.
MAY 19th C.M.C National Motoring Heritage Day.
Please see the flyer on page 19. This event is simply to promote our hobby. Should be a swag of different
vehicles to look at and they have other localized events taking place as well, but I think this is a big one.
The meeting point is McDonalds at Thornleigh at 7:00 am for an 8:30 arrival at The ENTRANCE.
June 16th—Goulburn.
This is just a simple run down to the beautiful city of Goulburn….which, thatnks to the season, will probably be
freezing cold. But, having just gotten off the phone from Craig for some details, once there the plan is to find
somewhere nice for lunch and hopefully catch up with a couple of Club Members from Canberra. For those
that have cars WITHOUT a heater…….bring a blanket. Meeting at Leo’s Diner, the Crossroads at 9:00 am.
As always if you’re unsure of an event, want to know a bit more, or just curious about tagging along —
GIVE CRAIG A CALL. He’s actually a half decent bloke contrary to popular belief.

Bobby’s ute and Norms “S at the Regals Swap.
Below…..just some of the cars that turned up.

R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW
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“CRICKETS”….all I can hear is CRICKETS !!!
Craig Downes
I tried hard to spread the message about an upcoming event.
“Don’t forget THIS SUNDAY…..the Regals MOPAR ONLY swap meet at the Croation Club in Schofields……” I said.
That was my rally cry—the call to action, the chant to stir the troops into action. Meet at Uncle Leo’s Diner at
the Crossroads for coffee at 7 a.m, departing 7:15 a.m for a gentle cruise to Schofields, I said. “PLEASE let me
know if you are coming”, I implored.
My cry went unanswered. All I heard at Uncle Leo’s was some bloody crickets as I sat lonesome and sleepy.
Mind you, you all missed a most sublime part of my car owning life…...as I was sipping on terrible coffee,
awaiting said “rallied” troops who never came, a yellow Ferrari pulled in next to me. The bloke got out oozing
“cool”…...slick hair, open shirt, chico pants and boat shoes with no socks (you know the type) - he just looked
the part. He walks over to the bowsers and starts pulling out all the paper towels….out and out and out he
pulled until he must have had 30 metres of the stuff in his hands. Then…..he proceeds to WASH HIS CAR with
the paper towels. You would think a bloke who drives a Ferrari could afford a man servant to wash it for him, or
at least enough “drachmah’s” in his pocket to go through the “Wash ’n’ Go” ??? Seems not.
Anyhow, I digress…..once I got over my bad coffee and the noisy crickets I headed for the Swapup the M7,
windows down, tunes blaring, on a beautiful, sunny Sunday. LIFE WAS GOOD.
A couple of members were already in place trolling through the piles of Mopar related goodies. I followed
Norm in his blue S through the gate and parked up behind Bob Nix Ute, and once out and about we found the
wild boys Marty and Bruce. And hark, what could be spied off in the distance ? Was it a bird ? Was it a plane ?
Moving faster than the eye could see, darting here, darting there, he was just everywhere…….. It was SUPER
JOHN, with his parachute strapped to his back (well...a little bag to hide his goodies from Sue). Sue was there as
well, making sure he didn’t purchase everything on show, accompanied by some friends from the W.A R&S
Club. John was going by the philosophy “he with the most parts wins”, and did beat me to an alternator whilst I
was distracted. I did manage to buy some amber front indicator lenses from Graeme of the Hunter Club, still in
the housings. Good spares should mine ever get a crack, on the proviso I can ever find them once they’re in my
shed.
The guys from the Regals put on a good showing and swap sites were up from last year, with some good gear
to buy. I only had an hour or so to play, but I had a great drive in the Val, on a nice sunny day, and that’s what I
built it for. Happy Trails,

Craig

R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW
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Run To “The ENTRANCE” - February 17th.
Peter Morthen
I looked forward to this run to the Entrance because of the enthusiasm show by Eloise, who has taken a liking
to the old Vals less than modern mode of transport. What better way to log up even more hours for the R.T.A
on her “L’s” than a trip up the F3. And whilst 99 out of 100 articles start off with “The sun was shining on a
beautiful day”........it actually WAS a beautiful and the sun WAS in fact shining.
So, weather report aside, what can be said about the run ? I dunno. We were ripping along the F3 doing the
Learner speed of 80 kph, when the noise of rattly old engines and the sight of greasy white oil smoke seemed
to fly past in the form of other Club cars heading in the same direction. From a distance they all looked orange,
but that was probably just because of the amount of rust each of them had. I jest of course. We were eclipsed
by some flying Vals along the Freeway, but they actually looked half decent.
Getting to the Entrance was one thing, parking in the ludicrously overcrowded car park was another. It was a
pretty well attended Club run, but that’s not why the car park was busy. It’s just a very well frequented spot,
and why not—it’s a really nice place. Magic water views, lots of shops and restaurants, and best of all—THE
VENUE FOR THE 2015 NATIONAL R&S RALLY. (nice plug Pete).
After a few pictures of more club members at a run than I can remember, it was Warwick who started barking
out points of interest regarding the Rally, and telling us where we were apparently heading for that day in
order to see what was in store come Rally time. Mind you, Eloise was starving, so the most important thing for
us was finding a Subway—which we did—and were joined by Mike Sidney with Paul and friend Sue-Ellen and
her daughter Sam. This of course resulted in us missing where everyone was going. No biggy.....it really was too
nice day to worry about schedules, so we figured we’d go for a drive, and eventually catch up with everyone
else—which we did. Look.....those that went had a decent time, we got to check out the area the Rally was
being held at, and had a top day cruising around in the old chariot and after all—isn’t that what it’s really all
about.
Enjoy the pics, and I implore you all to bring your cars out some time and just go for a drive with other R&S
Vals. And look forward to seeing old man Pulo cruising around in his new Chrysler 300—I hear his only
complaint is he keeps going for the pushbuttons instead of the T-bar.
Peter
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“And now......as reported last issue, we continue our telling of .......”

5th NATIONAL RALLY – Perth, W.A – March-April 2012
As experienced by John & Sue Pulo
Continued from last issue.........
On Sunday morning we were up at 5.30 to pack the car and be
ready to meet at 7.30 at the muster point for the final rally
day. Suddenly the reality was hitting home – the rally was
almost over and we were about to drive more than 4,000
kilometres back to Sydney!
The final rally day saw 27 Valiants drive in convoy to a private
car collection north east of Perth. There were lots of interesting cars and motor racing memorabilia displayed in 3 large
sheds, mostly Ford related, but we did manage to see some
references to Leo Geoghegan racing at Eastern Creek. Then
came the inspection of an enormous shed filled with dusty
boxes and shelving storing countless old car parts and items
from the past. Most of us just shook our heads in disbelief as we walked in single file in the small access gaps, but Geoff Chase from
S.A., with his eagle eyes, managed to find 2 Chrysler parts which he bought from the owner!
After the car collection owner presented trophies to Geoff Sarkies (Victoria) and Patrick Mutlow (SA) as his choice for most
impressive R and S models, the Valiant convoy drove to Whiteman Park on the outskirts of Perth for the farewell lunch. There we
found Warwick marshalling the Valiants onto the grassed picnic area where the BBQ lunch was being prepared by the WA club. We
took a stroll through the impressive Motor Museum nearby, before the farewell speeches, cutting of the rally cake and John being
presented with a rally banner to pass on to the NSW club for the 6th national rally.
By 4pm we'd said our final goodbyes and thanks to the organisers and other entrants and, with a car that was packed to the brim
with some extra car parts and rally items we'd managed to pick up along the way, we made the 100km trip to our first overnight stop
at Northam.
The next day we left Northam before 8am and met up with Warwick & Jan in their 4WD and caravan. This was a 500km drive day
through Southern Cross with an overnight stay in Kalgoorlie. We enjoyed the wonderful scenery of gum trees contrasting with the
orange earth on the road verge. It was interesting to see the water pipeline, built from Perth to supply fresh water to Kalgoorlie and
finished in 1903, cross from one side of the Great Eastern Highway to the other and back again many times. That morning we had a
phone call from Col Money, offering to give our apologies at the club meeting that night!
We arrived in Kalgoorlie about 3.30pm and found our motel, while the Nicklins went to their caravan park. After a short rest, John
and I decided to visit the Super Pit, even though there were no underground mine tours running. We drove up the long gravel hill to
the visitors area just before sunset and the views were spectacular and fascinating.
The next morning we headed south to Norseman, turned left onto the Eyre Highway and drove to Balladonia to spend the night. It
was interesting to visit the “museum” with debris from NASA's Skylab falling to earth in 1979. Warwick then found that the
Queensland Barnes family with their caravans were spending the night in the caravan park, so we had a chat with them and found
out that David had spent the previous night in hospital at Southern Cross. He had nothing but praise for the care he received after a
worrying time when he “passed out” in the car. Just as well he'd asked Jean to drive when he wasn't feeling too good!
Our next day's travel was the longest planned – 513kms to Eucla, and included 146kms of Australia's straightest road. The countryside was mostly low vegetation now, but there were still trees to be seen. It wasn't the flat, desolate road I'd imagined and it
certainly wasn't boring. The signs for RFDS Emergency Airstrip were a surprise at first, but we got used to seeing them and the
accompanying painted white strips on the road – like giant pedestrian crossings!
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We had views of the ocean at Eucla, but the next day, after crossing into South Australia, the views of the Great Australian Bight cliffs
were spectacular. After driving 493kms that day, we spent the night in Ceduna, a major town by comparison with our recent nights –
there was more than 1 shop!
The next morning we headed south on the Flinders Highway and stopped at the small towns of Streaky Bay, Port Kenny and Elliston,
on our 470km drive to Port Lincoln on the Eyre Peninsula. While refuelling in Streaky Bay we caught up with Tim & Joanne Schapel,
rally entrants from SA, who were trailering their Valiant to Port Lincoln for a few days. This day proved to be the hardest drive of our
whole trip, as it was blowing a gale and the road was narrower than what we'd come to expect, making it very hard to keep the car to
the left of the centre strip if you drove at the speed limit.
We finally found our motel for 2 nights in Port Lincoln and were surprised to see Victorian rally entrants David & Sandra Brown at the
same motel with their kangaroo damaged S Series.
After a rest day for sightseeing in Port Lincoln we headed up the east coast of the Eyre Peninsula to Port Augusta via small coastal
towns and Whyalla, where we did an interesting guided tour of the naval ship Whyalla at the Maritime Museum. The drive to Port
Augusta was very memorable – spectacular views of the Flinders Ranges in the distance and the earth on the roadside was again
bright orange.
Overnight rain and light showers saw John doing a roadside adjustment of the windscreen wipers as we prepared to leave Port Augusta for Ardrossan and a visit with South Australian Valiant friends, Derek & Joy Birkin. On the way we visited an interesting museum in Port Pirie, Port Broughton and Kadina. Derek and Joy were wonderful hosts and we shared lots of memories of previous rallies with them. We were loaded into their S Series with Adrian Crequer, rally entrant from New Zealand, and shown the sights and
history of their town. We were then given an extensive tour of their Chryslers and other memorabilia.
The next day we were taken to 2 properties, each with an abundance of treasures for their owners. You never know what there's
likely to be behind the dusty doors of a farm shed! That afternoon we drove into Adelaide for a couple of days of sightseeing before
meeting up again with Warwick & Jan in Mildura in a few days. John was keen to get the R's exhaust system looked at again, as well
as getting the brakes checked, so the next morning we went to the
local Midas and they put the R on the hoist. They could see leaks in
the exhaust and would get the parts and do the repairs that day. So
we left the car and caught a bus into Adelaide and then a tram to Glenelg. It was a good day exploring the city and walking lots, but eventually the R was finished and John drove back to our motel in peak
hour traffic – very challenging.
The next day was very busy, this time exploring Port Adelaide and
Mount Lofty Summit before going back to Midas to complain that
they'd lost one wheel nut when they worked on the R. Eventually
they agreed to reimburse us for a replacement set we had to buy. On
Friday 13th April we drove out of Adelaide and were pleased we were
going against the peak hour traffic. Vince Fuda always tells us that
Adelaide is just like a country town, but that certainly wasn't our experience. We pulled off the main road on 2 occasions that morning
and John adjusted the fuel mixture as he thought it was too lean, forcing the car to struggle. We pulled over for a 3rd time and John discovered that the real problem was that the number 3 spark plug lead
had fallen off.
R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW
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At lunchtime we walked around Renmark and re-visited the local park by
the river. We remembered it from our last trip when the NSW contingent
was returning from the 2nd national rally in Adelaide in 2002. Back on
the road and the R was behaving erratically and “surging” at high speed.
We stopped and John checked the engine but couldn't see anything
wrong. The problem continued and John wondered if the condenser or
fuel filter had failed. I suggested waiting until we reached Mildura,
30kms away, but John decided to pull over in the middle of nowhere and
replace the fuel filter. My nervousness was unnecessary, and the R
cruised contentedly after he'd replaced the fuel filter with a spare he was
carrying.
When we booked into our motel in Mildura the owner could see the details of our booking in 2002 on our drive from the 2nd national rally to Chryslers on the Murray. The next morning we crossed the Murray River into NSW and found Warwick & Jan waiting
near Gol Gol. The views of the river and the countryside were lovely, but there were signs of recent floods with low lying water on
either side of the Sturt Highway. This was the first time we'd driven across the Hay Plain and although it certainly is flat, I didn't find
it uninteresting at all. We stayed overnight at Narrandera and had time
for a good look around the town.
The weather was glorious the next day and as we drove to the end of the
Sturt Highway through very pretty rolling hills it was sad to think that our
holiday was coming to an end. I'm usually a nervous passenger, but I
must admit that I mostly found the whole trip across Australia very relaxing. I felt very happy on the country roads. It was only when we approached major towns or cities that the anxiety took hold. We had a
farewell morning tea with Warwick & Jan at South Gundagai and then
drove on to Canberra to catch up with our son and his family. We drove
home to Bass Hill the next morning, still enjoying the wonderful scenery.
After deciding to do most of the “early bird” tour (5 days) and the rally
itself (4 days) plus our train trip to get to Perth (3 days) and a leisurely
drive home (15 days), we were away for 27 wonderful days. The only real
disappointment of the trip was that not everyone from NSW who had
wanted to make the trip to W.A. had been able to do so. We hope we
get to see as many R & S lovers as possible at the 6th National Rally in
NSW in 2015. If you enjoy it half as much as we enjoyed this rally, you'll
never regret making the effort to be there.
Thanks to Warwick & Jan for being our support vehicle and travelling
companions. It was reassuring to know that we had someone to help us
if we needed it, but it was very satisfying when we arrived home to realise that the most help we needed was to share their caravan for the
lunches Jan prepared to keep us away from the Nullarbor flies and the
heat!
Sue & John
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C.O.T.M 2013….or….. The VALIANT
that wouldn’t be SOLD !
I had been looking forward to Chryslers On The Murray
for months. I even took Long Service Leave to go down
there because—as usual—it was on during my “4 days
on” at work. To top it off, my 16 year old daughter Eloise
was keen as mustard to go because for some reason she
likes old Plymouths…..Roadrunners and Superbirds to be
specific. I’ve tried steering her away from crappy old
cars, but what can you do ? I even made one of the
biggest decisions I’ve made concerning the car……...I was
putting a FOR SALE sign on it.
We were booked into my usual haunt, the Allawah
Motor Inn. Being on her “L’s” I let Eloise drive our old Val
from beautiful Campbelltown all the way to Albury. She
did really well and apparently enjoys driving an old hack
with “Power Nothing”, and to be honest it was great being a passenger—beautiful weather, nice scenery, stopping when we felt like it, and the car ran absolutely
magic. You may remember me whinging about a problem I was having in hot weather with the old chariot
stopping and not wanting to start for 10 minutes. Vapour Lock in the fuel line was the big tip. I even bought a
new fuel filter with an inline “T piece” so this demon vapour lock wouldn’t plague me any more. It seemed to
be working.
It really was a great trip down there, and the main thing for me was that Eloise was genuinely enthusiastic
about seeing all the American Mopars. We had it all planned out—get to the Motel, grab some dinner, watch
the mighty Dragons inevitably get flogged on the Tele—Friday Night DONE. Saturday we’d check out the swap,
look at some of the cars that turn up, go for some country drives to get her hours up, have the best sandwich
in the world at Wodonga, go to the movies in the main street at night, eat Pizza, and fill our guts with ice
cream. Sunday was to be our big day at the show where dad would put up his for sale sign and do the “hard
sell” to potential lookers who’d think he was dreaming, and then the long trek back up the highway. How were
we to know it would all go to crap.
We got to the Motel in the late arvo and as usually, were greeted with a carpark full of Valiants. It dead set
looked like the parking lot of the Marrickville R.S.L.

We settled into our room…….and that’s where the fun began. I decided to take the car to get our dinner. The
footy would be on soon, so I grabbed the keys and headed off about a kilometer away to see what I could find.
I decided to grab a roast and Eloise was having a dirty old kebab. All was going well, until I pulled out of the
roast place, and tried to turn left at a set of lights. Light turns green, so I accelerate—nothing. Bloody car stalls.
“You’re kidding” I thought, and tried turning the key.
R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW
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The mongrel wouldn’t start. Luckily I was on a bit of a
downward hill, so I turned the corner and rolled to a
stop. The expletives that came from me are not appropriate for this magazine, but let’s just say I was
“miffed”. I waited a while, and tried again. Nothing. I
thought I’d had this vapour lock thing sorted. Finally I
could wait no more. I decided to run back to the Motel with my roast and grab Eloises dinner on the way.
Bag in hand I’m running through the streets of Albury. Totally buggered, I found a kebab shop. I walk
in looking like garbage and finally get to order the
kebab after ages. The bloke must have taken 20 minutes to make a damn kebab. Finally I grabbed it and
ran back to the motel a further 5 minutes away. I got
there just as the mighty Dragons were running on
the field. History will show that the Mighty Dragons were not fruitful in their efforts to achieve a win that evening, so you can imagine I’m starting to think “what have I done to deserve this”. To top it off, my roast was
cold and Eloises kebab was a disgrace. As I’m sitting there lamenting another lackluster season of footy, I realize that Vince Fuda is next door and that I should probably hit him up to help me with the car. It’s a good thing
Vince is pretty easy going because I reckon anyone else would have snotted me this weekend if I had asked
them for as much help as I did of Vince. He drove us back to the old Val, which was sitting on the side of the
road somewhere, at around 11 pm. I jumped in, confident it would fire up after having so long to cool down,
but guess what ? The mongrel wouldn’t start. (Insert more expletives here). So there we were on the side of
the road, Eloise holding the light, Vince and I pretending we know something about cars, trying to get the heap
started. We checked fuel, we checked battery, we checked spark, we checked, we checked we
checked……..until we could check no more. We decided that for some reason spark seemed to be a problem,
and whilst we were getting a spark from the coil lead, it seemed weak.
That was it. “LEAVE THE MONGREL—IT CAN SIT HERE ALL NIGHT”, I yelled. Vince was disgusted. “You can’t
leave it here…...some bugger will steal it or knock off parts”, he said. “GOOD…..I HOPE THEY DO”.
I was over it. It was a big decision for me to say I was thinking of selling the car and this only pushed me further over the edge. Sure, deep down I knew this was probably something small, but when your footy team has
just been smacked and you had a crap dinner, everything seems worse than it is.
Fast forward to Saturday morning. Vince offers to drive me back to the big, blue heap. I jump in the car. I turn
the key. The filthy, stinking thing starts straight away. We decide to take it to an auto electrician on the other
side of town. On the way, the car is running like a dog. I can’t believe it. Aside from my occasional problem of
stalling on hot days, the old Val is generally a nice car to drive. No real problems, but today was another story. I
roll up to the electricians and the Val actually stalls right out the front. At least I’m at the Electricians, right ?
WRONG. What kind of auto electrician is CLOSED on SATURDAY morning ??
I am stunned. As chance would have it though, Eloise actually gets NRMA membership for FREE because she
signed up for some course at High School, and the NRMA gives free roadside assist. So…..I call them up. Very
lucky after all that Eloise drove the car I guess. So I’m on the phone to NRMA and I tell them I’m 5 minutes
from the car show and that—for some reason—we think the problem might be the Electronic Ignition Module
that I put on a while back. Everyone that stops to see what’s wrong says “ Thos E.C.U’s break down a bit—it’s
probably stuffed mate”. So the NRMA tells me to go for a walk to the show, find the bit, and they’ll text me
when the NRMA guy is close by. So…..Eloise and I walk to C.O.T.M. roughly half a kay away. We’re just about to
buy a new ECU when a text comes saying the NRMA dude is 5 minutes away. We literally run back to the car.
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We just get back to the car, and there’s no NRMA guy to be seen.
Seems he turned up, saw no-one around, and left. He did try and ring
me, but as luck would have it my stupid mobile turned off in my pocket
whilst running. So, I call NRMA again, and they say he’s at another job
and I’ll have to wait. Long story short…..it’s about 2 hours on the side
of the road. In this time, that good bloke called Vince has managed to
drag some poor bugger from the show along with him, and they are
looking over my car trying figure out what the hell is wrong.
Apparently they had stolen a used ignition coil from John Sullivan
(Sully) and thought they’d give that a whirl. Mind you, this is after
they’d had a look, then driven back to the show to track down a used
coil (my new $42 ECU didn’t make any difference, and the swap bloke
didn’t offer a refund), and get a new test light—ours was stuffed. All
the time Eloise is sitting on the kerb, not complaining—she was a really
good kid under the circumstances. Oh…..I might add that in my fury,
and between my constant complaining whilst sitting on the kerb, my
burden was lifted a little by some people handing out Watchtower
pamphlets—they figured it might help…...somehow.
So…..with a stolen (borrowed) ignition coil in hand, we wired it up and turned the key……….. That mongrel
thing started first go. It’s never run so smooth. All the times I’ve heard of all these old blokes carrying around
spare ignition coils and other rubbish in their boots, it finally paid off. And then, the absolute slap in the
face…..the NRMA guy turns up just as the car started.
Now, you might think that’s the end, but it’s not. Eloise
and I resided ourselves to the fact our day had been
stuffed, and made the most of it by going for an
afternoon drive in the Albury countryside, and going to
our movie and pizza. We knew the next day would be a
good day. In the morning we drove the old Val to the
carwash and gave it a tub. Just as we finished and were
about to go to the show and see all the cars Eloise was
hoping to see, I got a phone call. My dad had taken ill
pretty seriously.
I looked at Eloise, apologised , drove to the entrance of
the show to let Mike Sidney and Vince know what was
happening, then turned the old Valiant around and left
straight for Nowra Hospital. My “For Sale” flyers are
still sitting on the back seat. I suppose in hindsight I
should just be happy that all my stupid car problems were the result of a 20 something year old ignition coil. I
bought a brand new one on the Saturday, and returned the used one to Sully—thanks again John.
I suppose I should find solace in the fact that the Valiant purred along incident free on the way up to Nowra
and then Campbelltown—forgive me if I don’t. I am still
very bitter and twisted. If I have to find one positive it’s
that during the weekend I had many “Valiant” men
offering to help me, even though they didn’t know me.
One guy loaned me tools at the motel, others offered a
lift on the side of the road, Vince went out of his way with
a bloke I’d never met before. Sully loaned me a coil and
probably didn’t know who it was for. I think it was the
fact that I was in that old Valiant that people wanted to
help a “brother”. I’m sure they felt my pain. To Eloise……
”There’s always next year, sweetheart”. As for selling the
Valiant……..it’s earned a reprieve—for now.

Peter Morthen.
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Col Moneys “handy tips”....... Fixing Rusted Out Window Channels.
In this issue, I (Peter Morthen) am giving old Col a reprieve from writing his “tips”, and instead giving you a
rundown of what he did for me recently.
Window channels..........we all have ‘em, and chances are many of
us have almost completely rusted out rear door window channels
or busted winder mechanisms. I know mine were well and truly
stuffed. A few years ago I was winding down the rear window and
“BANG” - the bloody thing fell all crooked and when I wound it up I
had to pull it up with my hand. It was fine whilst the window was
up, but if you so much as touched the bugger, it’d fall all
“skoo-wiff”.
I didn’t think much of it till one day I wound down the other rear
window. Not sure why—i just did. “BANG”....this one not only dislodged, but the glass came completely out of the channel it sat in. Time to actually fix the damned thing. That’s
where my very good, window fixing friend Mr.Money comes in. After whinging to all and sundry about my dilemna , it was Vince who put me onto Col—apparently he’d sucked Col into helping with his windows as well,
some months earlier, so know it was my turn to milk the old fella for some assistance.
Now, it’s funny that it seems to be mainly the rear door glass that
rusts away, and our theory is that because the front ones get
wound down more, they tend to drain the water from the channels
a little better, whereas on the rears it may tend to “sit”. The first
thing to do was obviously remove the door trim and handles etc.
This involved manipulating those little tensioned clips we mentioned in the last issue and getting the winders and door handles
off. Then we removed the actual panels giving access to the framework.
Now.....I was a little apprehensive to undo bolts etc, but Col was
more than happy to. Before I knew it he had the glass out, by
turning it almost upside down and manipulating it out of the opening where the glass slides up and down. He then removed the channels and some associated brackets. The channels were a disgrace.
Full of rust and literally falling apart. It was a wonder one of them
held the glass at all. One of the main problems with regards to the
glass “dropping” was the fact a small guide wheel had rusted free
of the channel. So it had nothing to support it. Of course, whilst
ripping out the old channels appears easy, you have to have a
decent set to replace them with. Some people make them up I’ve
heard, but I was helped out by Bruce Bull, who sold me a set I could
use that were pretty decent. If you ever come across an old Valiant
parts car, perhaps check to see what the channels are like and grab
a spare set.
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Once the old channels and associated framework was out, it was simply a case of lubing up the mechanisms
and putting it all back together. As mentioned, the glass itself has to be inserted by turning it on it’s side and
sliding it in. You must also slacken off a nut and bolt inside the door to allow for a little movement to get the
glass into the channel. I was surprised though at how reasonably easy the whole job was—once you know what
you’re doing that is. I have always been terrified of playing with window winder mechanisms, but not any
more. I think it’s mainly just common sense. Try and look at stuff before ripping it apart, remember how it
came apart, don’t lose washers etc.

The pictures above show the glass and channel which have separated. The channel itself was pretty rusty. The
picture on the right shows the old with the new—notice the missing wheel guide. To actually remove the
window channel from the winder mechanism, you have to take off 2 round clips which press onto the channel.
They are a pain to get on and off and need to be manipulated a little so that they tension back on when you’re
ready to re-install. Look, I know this article isn’t a “step
by step” guide to removing the frames, but what I
found was that it just takes a little common sense. I’m
tipping there are a great many people out there with
the same problem.....they just don’t know it yet.
For me, it’s just one more thing that every R&S Val will
need fixing, and I can now “tick it off”.
Thanks heaps to Colin Money—he is a very good man
to know, and unlike me, didn’t complain once.
Peter Morthen.
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1962 Valiant Register cars……………
More pictures of cars that have been entered on our online R&S VALIANT REGISTER. All the cars on the list
have been submitted by their owners and are arranged according to their Body Numbers. This month, we have
the following :

RV1 - 4 - 127
Owner : Niall & Helen Greers’ car has been in their family since 1963. Over the years it’s had a full “back to
metal” respray, reconditioned engine and a new interior done to the original design and is restored to authentic condition.
The Greers come from Blackwater, Queensland and are
members of the Qld R&S Valiant Club.

www.1962valiants.com/register/list.html

SV1- 4– 3320
Owner : George Roukis is from Yowie Bay in N.S.W.
His s series is restored to authentic, and he’s had it since
2009. George says his car is in “pristine condition, and
drives very smoothly and effortlessly”.
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Minutes - General Meeting – 4th March, 2013
Meeting Opened:

8:01 pm chaired by Colin Kenny-Levick

Members Present:

Colin Kenny-Levick, Paul McCurley, Craig Downes, Jack Roppola, John & Sue Pulo, Colin Money,
Barrie Osborn, Bob Nix, David Smith, Charles Dimech and Warwick and Jan Nicklin

Visitor:

Kostas Mihail

Apologies:

George Skondrianos & Peter Morthen

Minutes 04/02/13:

Minutes of the previous meeting were read by Paul, accepted on the motion of Barrie, seconded by
Colin M

Treasurer’s Report:

Tabled by Warwick, showed a credit balance of $7,247.46 at 28/02 after income of $40.01 and expenses of $259.32. The term deposit also rolled over gaining $59.57 in interest. (Cheque account –
$1,754.63 Term deposit $5,492.83, National Rally A/C $550.00). Warwcik requested permission to
pay invoice for PO Box renewal, and reimburse Sue for envelopes and magazine postage, as well
as Peter for domain name registration costs. Report was accepted on the motion of Colin M, and
seconded by David

Membership Report:

58 plus 4 life members, making a total of 62

Correspondence In:
Tax Invoice from Australia Post for PO Box R124 Roselands $99.00 due by 31 March 2013
Shannons Melbourne Auction 18th February 2013
Castlemaine (Victoria) Rod Shop open day on Sunday 7th April 2013
Sydney Classic Truck Show at Penrith Museum of Fire on Sunday 16th June 2013
Liverpool Super Swap Meet at Fairfield Showground on Sunday 21st July 2013
Chrysler Wake Run at Canton Beach on 2nd, 3rd and 4th August 2013
Promotional materials from Clever Products at Seven Hills – phone 9838 7200
Magazines In:
R & S Club of Victoria – February 2013
Queensland R & S Club – March-April 2013
Chrysler Restorers' Club – February 2013
Dodge Owners' Club – January-February-March 2013
Hunter Valley Chrysler Club – December 2012/January 2013 and February/March 2013
Albury-Wodonga Chrysler Club – February 2013
Regals Mopar Club – Issue #1, 2013
Corres. Out:

Nil

Editor’s Report:

Valiant Spares will take the full back page for advertising

C.M.C Report :

Nothing to report

ACD Report:

Nothing to report

Events Report:

The run to The Entrance to scout Rally destinations was a great day and well attended.
Next run is Chryslers on the Murray 16-17th March.
The All Chrysler Day Run destination is now to be advised fter Brian Linigen sold his property to the
RMS.
Coffee Run 9th March McCafe M4 Westbound 2.00 pm

Club Plates:

Paul approved Peter to take his car to Colin Moneys for repairs

Spare Parts:

Warwick tables parts report showing $250 in sales this month
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General Business:

Colin K-L to send letters to 12 potential advertisers to seek interest.
Costa advised he works for Marion Brake and Clutch and has offered to assist members requiring
any brake, clutch and front end parts.

National Rally:

Flyers to be distributed at Chryslers On The Murray.
The following items need to be attended to as soon as possible:
*Website needs to be established and preliminary information needs to be sent out
*Letters need to be sent to all Chrysler clubs to advise date and venue
*Paul, Colin K-L, and Craig to investigate potential sponsors and send out letters
*Itinerary to be finalised

Next Meeting:

Monday, 1st April, 2013 at 8:00 pm

Meeting Closed:

9:38 pm

Minutes – 1st April 2013
Meeting Opened:

8 p.m. chaired by Paul McCurley.

Members Present:

Paul McCurley, David Smith, Warwick and Jan Nicklin, Barrie Osborn,
Craig Downes, Charlie Dimech, Kostas Mihail, John and Sue Pulo.

Apologies:

Colin Kenny-Levick, Col Money, Peter Morthen.

Minutes 4/3/13:

Minutes of the previous meeting were read by Paul, accepted on the motion of Barrie, seconded
by Craig.

Treasurer’s Report:

Warwick tabled financial statement and advised that the balance as at 31/3/13 was $6,853.09
after no income and expenses of $394.37 (cheque account $1,360.26, term deposit $5,492.83,
rally funds $550.00). The Treasurer’s Report was accepted on the motion of Paul, seconded by
David. Agreed to reimburse Warwick $20.45 for stamps and stationery, pay Brian Wunsch
Centre $49.60 for meeting room hire and Torch Publishing $269.50 for 2 magazine issues.

Membership Report:

Warwick tabled report showing 58 members plus 4 life members.

Correspondence In:

Tax Invoice from Brian Wunsch Centre for $49.60 for meeting room hire February and March.
2 Tax Invoices from Torch Publishing for $132.00 and $137.50 for printing 85 copies of Decem
ber-January and February-March magazines.
Memorabilia auction at Australian Motorlife Museum, Wollongong, on Sunday 19th May 2013.
Mid State Mopars at Bendigo, Victoria, on weekend of 8th and 9th June 2013.
Invitation to President to IAG Research Centre on Wednesday 26th June 2013 at 1.45pm.
State Library non-receipt of magazines from Oct-Dec 2012 as at 11/3/2013.
Information on Narrandera Shire for car club events.
Information on Alpine Gables in Jindabyne for car club events.

Magazines In:

R & S Club of Victoria – March 2013
R & S Club of S.A. – February 2013
R & S Club of Australia (WA) – April-June 2013
Chrysler & Valiant Owners' Assoc. – (4) Aug-Sep, Oct-Nov, Dec-Jan, Feb-Mar.
Albury Wodonga Chrysler Club – March 2013

Correspondence Out:

Sympathy card to Peter Morthen following his father passing away recently.
Tax Invoices for $300.00 for magazine advertising to 30/6/2014 to NRMA and Replacement
Valiant Parts.
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(Continued from page 21)

Letters offering magazine advertising to All Metal Bumpers, Black Needle Upholstery, Moulding
Repairs & Polishing, Pentastar Parts & Restorations, Pro Stitch, Ralph Moore Autoglass, Sandy
Cortis Mufflers, Spectrum Rubber, Diamond Back White Wall Tyres.
Updates on national rally to clubs - R & S in other states, Restorers, CAVOA, Hunter Valley,
Regals, Albury-Wodonga.
Contract with Magenta Shores for rally dinner on Saturday 21st March 2015.
Sponsorship proposal to Norah Head Sports Club and confirmation of meet and greet on
Thursday 19th March 2015.
Editor’s Report:

Peter would appreciate information and articles to use in next magazine.
New members attended the Kurri Kurri Festival the weekend after COTM and may send article.

CMC Report:

No representation at meeting on 25th March 2013.

ACD Report:

ACD website shows that ACD run on 28th April has been cancelled, as Brian Linigen's museum
has been sold. No alternate venue is planned.

Events Report:

Craig will investigate a new venue for our club run on 28th April and advise members by email.
Last run was Chryslers on the Murray attended by John & Lenette Sullivan, Peter & Eloise
Morthen, Bob Nix and his son, Mike & Paul Sidney, Bruce Bull & Martin Stanton, Pat Keane,
Neville Telford, Craig Downes, Vince, Tina & John Fuda, Peter & Diane Rout, John & Sue Pulo.

Club Plates:

No report.

Spare Parts:

Warwick tabled a spare parts report showing no transactions in March 2013.

General Business:

Barrie advised that Warwick's rally update letter would be included in the Restorers' Club magazine.
Barrie tabled a brochure for a Sunshine Coast Rally where the presentation dinner cost $58.
Barrie advised that a display day will be held at Memorial Park at The Entrance on 19th May –
National Motoring Heritage Day, and the Restorers' Club have been invited – contact is Alan
Mead on 43694667. Craig will contact.

2015 National Rally:

Warwick tabled a questionnaire to be sent to members with renewal notices asking if they
intended to come to the Rally. Neville Telford from the Victorian Club will be sending similar
questionnaires to their members to gauge support.
Warwick outlined the timing of the Friday run, possibly to Fighter World at Williamtown for lunch,
via Belmont Sailing Club for morning tea and return via Fort Scratchley.
Craig has been checking the facilities at Mount Penang, suggested by Kathryn Williams, possibly
for morning tea on the Sunday.
Sue advised that she and John had returned from COTM via Wagga, Junee, Cootamundra,
Young, Cowra, Bathurst, Lithgow, Blackheath and Katoomba.
She outlined their draft
suggestions for the pre-rally, possibly leaving Albury on the Sunday and arriving at The Entrance
on the Thursday, allowing time to visit as many interesting places as possible.
Warwick felt it was preferable to have the pre-rally arrive at The Entrance on the Wednesday.
At COTM John and Sue had given Rally flyers to Rod Taylor from the Albury-Wodonga club, the
Victorian club and all R&S Valiants on display. They spoke to Pinky, Fletch from Classic Restos
and Shannons about attending the Rally and left flyers with them.
Craig will check on availability of local mechanics in Norah Head and The Entrance area.
Warwick distributed an updated list of “Things To Do” for consideration.
Agreed to have Rally Committee meeting at the Pulos at 10am on Sunday 21/4/2013.

Next Meeting:
Meeting Closed:

Monday, May 6, 2013 at 8 p.m.
9.25 p.m.
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FOR SALE
“S” Series Valiant. $24,000, offers considered.
One owner last 26 years.
Far too many things to list. Please email
p.morthen@bigpond.com for details or phone
0403508472.

Quite happy to discuss all the details with anyone that’s even remotely interested—no “hard sell” talk.
Also have pleanty of other pictures. Peter.

FOR SALE
Slant Six motor fully restored

$1,800

Choice of two 318 motors, as is

$500 each (no heads)

Contact : Barrie 02 9606 0583

I want YOU……
To consider sending in an article for
inclusion in the magazine.
It’s really not that hard, and would be GREATLY appreciated. It could be as
simple as a picture of your “pulled apart” old chariot in a million pieces
awaiting some restoration that never seems to happen, or a shot of your
car at a show or event, or something (ANYTHING) you’ve done to your car
recently.
You may not think people would be interested, but tust me—THEY ARE.
So with that in mind, please email anything you may have to
p.morthen@bigpond.com or even mail it to me the old fashioned way.
Phone me for the address. Thanks in advance—Peter.
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