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Recent run to The Entrance. 

Look for us on FACEBOOK & Twitter. 

www.1962valiantclub.com 
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NRMA INSURANCE 

 

Finding the right kind of insurance can be hard, especially when you own a rare 
and valuable vehicle that has unique insurance needs. 

There are a number of things you should consider when looking for insurance for 
your special vehicle. 

Make sure the policy has an Agreed Value option. This allows you to include extras such as any work 
that has been done to restore or improve its condition, that wouldn’t usually be considered in a stan-
dard market value. 

The option of Salvage retention is especially important for owners of veteran, vintage or classic vehi-
cles, as this feature allows owners to keep the wreck after an accident as a potential to rebuild or a 
source of parts. Please review conditions of this carefully as with some insurers there is an extra cost 
involved or the vehicle has to be of a certain age. 

Many restorers of veteran, vintage or classic vehicles require cover for vehicles under restoration. 
Make sure your vehicle is covered on and off the road. Other policy features such as choice of repairer 
are also worth considering. 

The most important thing to remember is to always read your policy documents and weigh up all the 
pros and cons, financial or otherwise,  because only you can decide what cover is best for your vehicle. 

 

With NRMA Insurance we will take as much care of your classic vehicle as you do. 

 

Our Veteran, Vintage and Classic Vehicle Insurance policy is designed for vehicles used for hobby and 
recreational purposes and includes cover up to the agreed value, faultless excess and retention of sal-
vage after an accident (for vehicles manufactured prior to 31/12/1980). 

As a bonus, you may be eligible for NRMA Traveller Care, at no extra cost for vehicles over 15 years of 
age that break down more than 100kms from home within Australia. This gives you extra help if you 
run into problems away from home, and provides accommodation, car rental and an extended towing 
service. Subject to certain conditions. 

Give us a call on 1800 646 605 or visit our website at www.nrma.com.au to discuss your vehicle’s in-
surance needs. 

 



  R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW                                    Page 3 of 24                                                                      Issue 157 

 

THE R&S SERIES VALIANT CAR CLUB OF NSW Inc. 
PO Box: R124, Roselands, NSW, 2196. 

http://www.1962valiantclub.com 
 

February — March 2013 - ISSUE 157 
Meetings held first Monday of each month at 8.00pm 

Brian Wunsch Centre: 128, Avoca Road, Wakeley, NSW, 2176. 

                                                 

                                              2013 Committee: 
 

 President Colin Kenny-Levick ................................ 02 47292001 
  CKL003@aol.com .................................. 0417 774988 
  
 Vice President Paul McCurley ........................................ 02 47302547 
 Secretary  pmccurley@exemail.com.au 
 Club Plates 
  
   
 Treasurer Warwick Nicklin ...................................... 02 94818378 

        Membership Officer  w.nicklin@bigpond.com 

        Public Officer 

  
 Events Director Colin Money ........................................... 0418 696830 
 Assistant Events Dir. Craig Downes ......................................... 0409 779430 
        

 Editor  Peter Morthen ........................................ 02 98248885 
 Internet  p.morthen@bigpond.com ....................... 0403 508472 

   
 Spare Parts Officer Vince Fuda ............................................. 02 96019893 
  vince_fuda@toll.com.au ......................... 0410 423 421 

  
 Property Officer /  John Pulo ............................................... 02 97906286 
 Librarian john.pulo@gmail.com 
  
 ACD Delegates Colin Money, George Skondrianos. 
 CMC Delegates Craig Downes & Charlie Dimech 
 

 

 

 

        CONTENTS    

      Page 4 -  Club Events Calendar 2013 

      Page 5-  Presidents Message  

      Page 6 -  Upcoming Events 

      Page 7 - Dems Da Brakes– Mike Sidney 

      Page 8 -  Parkes Elvis Festival– John & Lenette Sullivan 

      Page 9 -  Kurri Kurri Nostalgia Festival– Bob & Doreen Petty 

      Page 10 - 5th National rally –Sue Pulo 

      Page 13 - Old Pics 

      Page 14 -  All American day –Peter Morthen 

      Page 16 -   Automotive News & Tips- Colin Money 

      Page 18 - Register Cars 

      Page 19 - Club Merchandise For Sale 

      Page 20 - Minutes Dec / Feb 

      Page 23 -  For Sale 

 

      



  R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW                                    Page 4 of 24                                                                      Issue 157 

 

Club Runs 2013 

Contact : Col Money 0418 696 830 or Craig Downes - 0409 779 430 for information on runs and to let them 
know if you might be going.  

For Coffee Runs contact Mike Sidney 0434 023 815 for dates & times. 

 

 

 

 

March 4      Meeting   - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley -  8.00 PM  

March 9                        Coffee Run Venue TBA one week prior to event, call Mike Sydney 

March  16-17  Chryslers on the Murray, Gateway Lakes, Wodonga, Victoria 

   www.chryslersonthemurray.com 

April  1    Meeting  - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley -  8.00 PM  

April 7  Regals “Mopar Only” swap meet at the Croation Club, Schofields. Meet at Leos            

Café for coffee 7am.   

April 28 All Chrysler Day Run – Brian Linigens speedway Museum.  

  CALL COLIN OR CRAIG to confirm....venue may need to be changed. 

May 6    Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM  

May 4   Coffee Run Venue TBA one week prior to event Mike Sydney 

May 19  CMC National Motoring Heritage Day – 

June 3     Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM  

June  16                       Goulburn “fix that heater run”. Meet at Leo’s Diner, Cross Roads 9am  

June 30  B run              “Rattle 'n' Hum” Car Show. Castle Hill RSL. Castle Street. Castle Hill 

July  1    Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM 

July 7   Inspection day for cars on historic rego & run. Meet Lake Parramatta at 10.00AM  

July 21   Liverpool Super Swap - Fairfield Showgrounds. 

August 5   AGM -Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM  

August 2,3,4  Hunter Valley Chrysler Club’s Wake Run to Canton Beach Tourist Park 

August 18     CMC Eastern Creek Display – Tickets holders only. Meet inside Eastern Creek. 

September 2   Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM  

September 15  Punt run and counter lunch details TBA  

September  29   Coffee Run Venue TBA one week prior to event Mike Sydney 

October 7       Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM 
October 20  All Chrysler Day – Fairfield Showgrounds Smithfield Road  
   www.allchryslerday.com 
October 28    Highlands Motorfest at Bowral.  

November 4      Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley -  8.00 PM 
November 10  Mopar Rumble – Sydney Dragway Eastern Creek  
November 24  Christmas at Chipping Norton Lakes. Meet 10 am at venue 

December 2   Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley -  8.00 PM 
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    President’s Message 
    Colin Kenny—Levick 

 

Here we are in February 2013. It’s hard to believe that it has been over twelve 

months since we began the 50th Anniversary celebrations. Well for some S Series 

owners, it still is 50 years, as the AP5 wasn’t officially launched until May 30 1963, 

so feel free to continue the celebrations. 

As most of you may be aware, we don’t have meetings in January as it would be in the first few days of the 

New Year and we would be lucky to have anyone attend. However, January tends to be a month where there is 

a lot of activity on the automotive show calendar.  Some of these are club sanctioned runs and others are just a 

nice opportunity to take the Valiant out for a cruise. I attended three such events in January. 

There was the Lady Luck Nostalgia festival in Katoomba where I came across Chantal’s blue S (that car really 

gets around) and a white S with a Signet circular emblem in the grill which I hadn’t seen before. It was pretty 

wet but a good turnout of interesting cars. 

The next day, Paul McCurley and I went to the All American Day. Nicer weather but a noticeable lack of         

Valiants. They do qualify, even though they were assembled in Australia. Not unlike any Chevrolet, Pontiac, 

Dodge or US designed Ford assembled here. Certainly a bigger array of Mopars and growing  each year. 

The traditional NRMA Motorfest  is to be held in Canberra for the 100 Years of Canberra celebrations, so in its 

place on Australia Day in Sydney, we had CARnivale. There is always a strong gathering of older Australian built 

cars, from Valiants to Buicks, Holdens, Dodges, Vauxhauls, Zephyrs, Morris’s, Austins and of course,               

Goggomobiles (yes, including the Dart). 

I am sure there were many other automotive outings available and it makes you glad that we live in a country 

where we can get out amongst it all and enjoy our passion. 

Finally, I am fortunate enough to have various club members contact me with progress on their restorations 

and repairs. I received such a call from a jubilant Tony Borg who tells me that his black RV-1 is back from the 

paint shop after eight months away. We are looking forward to doing a feature on his car when he figures out 

how to put it all back together. Well done Tony! 

Colin Kenny-Levick 

President 

Club cars at NRMA Motorfest—Sydney….many years ago. 
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Upcoming Events. 

Peter Morthen 

Coffee Runs....well, we all know that Coffee Runs can be a bit spontaneous regarding where the venue is. 

Might I suggest that anyone that thinks they would like to go on a Coffee Run, please give Mike Sidney a bit of 

a “heads up” so he can do a ring around to see who’s keen. 

As always, please remember that Coffee Runs are a very informal club run—mainly introduced to give owners 

of Club Registered vehicles an opportunity to take their cars for a drive because they don’t get all that many 

chances to. There may be 5 or 6 cars turn up.....or you may be the only one. Me- I personally like going to   Glo-

ria Jeans but some people tell me that’s “squill”, and prefer the fine offerings of McDonalds. Go figure. 

One of the big runs of course is Chryslers On The Murray......hopefully if you’re going you’ll have a room 

booked already because they fill up pretty quick. 

March 16th & 17th - Chryslers On The Murray is Australia’s largest Chrysler event. I think every Chrysler owner 

deserves to treat themselves to the show once in their lifetime. The thing about COTM is that even if you don’t 

want to hang around the show all day, Albury and the surrounding areas are such pretty places that it’s worth 

the trip just to have a weekend away. Around 700 Chryslers on display. 

A top weekend and the dead set biggest Chrysler show you’ll go to in this country, with heaps of R&S Vals     

always attending. YOU MUST BOOK ACCOMODATION IN ADVANCE. 

April 7th—”REGALS Mopar Only” Swap Meet. This is at the Croation Club at 79 South Street Schofields, and 

apparently anyone going (from our Club) will be meeting at Uncle Leo’s diner at the Crossroads (not far from 

Liverpool). The meet opens at 7 am and it’s Gold Coin donation on entry. Maybe contact Craig Downes if you’re 

going and want to travel in convoy. 

April 28th—All Chrysler Day Run to Brian Linigans Speedway Museum. OK....will have to get back to you on this 

one because my information is....it’s a bit up in the air due to maybe the place being sold or something like 

that. Not 100% certain, but– as always– contact our events men if you’re thinking of going. Chances are worst 

case they just do a different destination. The ACD run usually gets a decent attendace of cars from the other 

clubs on the ACD Committee, so you shouldn’t be on your “Pat Malone”. 

 

1962 Valiants at Chryslers On The Murray. 
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“Dems Da Brakes” ! 
Mike Sidney 

 

So some of you might know that I inherited my Dads S and he was part way through restoring it when he died 

so there was lots of unfinished work. One of the many jobs to be done were new brake lines.  

The original brake lines although intact looked like the panel beater had grabbed em at one end and reefed 

them out of the car. They were buggered! 

Anyway, my mate Pete Morthen said ( in the same way an Ebay seller says ‘little scratch, easily polished out )   

–“Make new brake lines .......its easy”! 

With that encouragement I thought I might as well give it a go. So I purchased the line and the fittings and the 

double flaring tool and pipe bender... and was ready to go. After about 3 months of procrastination I got 

started. I was surprised. It seemed to be quite easy and in a very short time I had made all the lines. I couldn’t 

get the tight factory bends but did my best to make them all look similar to original. 

I was very concerned about the spring guards that are put on for protection where the lines are near the road. 

Pete said to just use the old ones so I thought about this for at least a month and then thought what the hell, 

burn some more money and tried to purchase some new ones. To my      surprise you can still buy them (they 

came from the Central Coast) and I was glad I did because they look great. 

Once the lines are installed I tried to do them up.. “Oops” , I didn’t even 

think to ask what sizes the fittings were. All the fittings are metric 10 & 11 

mm. Damn, I would have preferred them to be AF sizes. This meant I had 

to go buy another set of flange spanners that are metric (more money on 

the fire). This is something to look out for if you are hoping to keep       

everything spot on original. 

I had a master cylinder that I bought for the VC but never used, so here is 

where I would save a few bucks. This car had previously had one like it 

with the additional line blocked out so it seemed normal to do this again. 

Back to the brake shop again to buy a bung, only $2 this time so I was ok. 

All in all I am very happy with the result, but the proof will be when I get 

them working – I’m just not quite there yet. Seems like in this case Pete’s 

advice might have been sound, and he is redeemed for other advice sins 

(my leaking manifold and copious amounts of Maniseal comes to mind).  

Fingers crossed eh ! 

It is great getting back into working on the car and having some enthusi-

asm about it. It certainly helps since I brainwashed Paul into loving Valiants 

as well, so he is very encouraging. 

Catch you next time 

Michael 
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 Parkes Elvis Festival 2013 

by John & Lenette Sullivan 

 

Well, it was the time of the year for Parkes to be  over-
run by “Elvii”.... (Elvises?) and Elvis fans- about 12,000 
this year.  

Our involvement this year was the Elvis parade, so the 
white “R” was cleaned up and decorated with leis and 
small, gyrating Elvis manikins. The theme this year 
was Aloha Hawaii. Sully dressed up in his Elvis wig and 
sunnies, Hawaiian shirt, stubbies and thongs. What a 
bloody sight!! His logic was that no one could see him 
from the chest down anyway, and it was 42°.  

Shorts were a must when there’s no air con. 

 

 

 

The parade consisted of Elvii, grass skirted ladies and cross dressing gentlemen (also in grass skirts and coconut 
bras), floats with assorted Hawaiian scenes and classic cars. All and sundry who wanted to enter were welcome 
so long as they went with the theme. The parade went well, with thousands of people lining the main street of 
Parkes.  

We also had a car display after the parade- a first for 
this year- as we’re usually sent off to find parking  
wherever we can, which isn’t easy. 

I had a lot of people interested in the “R”. I was even 
approached by a bloke who wanted to swap me his 
Cadillac Seville for my R and kept pestering me, but I 
could not see us driving around in a fairly new Caddy. 
(We would rather push our R than drive a Caddy!) 

We only had a few people attend Casa de Sullivan this 
year, as the heat and the prevalent bushfires kept 
some away. We don’t blame them either, as it was 
damned hot! 

 

Because the theme was Aloha Hawaii most people got 
into the swing of things, wearing Hawaiian shirts, grass 
skirts, swimmers and leis. It was easy to make yourself 
part of the fun with simple costumes and it was colourful 
and fun to see everyone enjoying themselves. 

 
 
A top weekend, plenty of shows on all over town, and 
free shows in the park both Friday and Saturday nights, as 
well as most of the day on Saturday. It is so wonderful to 
see so many people enjoying themselves at this festival. 

John & Lenette 
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Kurri Kurri Nostalgia Festival.  
 
Bob and Doreen Petty sent me an email about a 
show they went to last year called the Kurri Kurri 
Nostalgia Festival.  
www.kurrikurrinostalgiafestival.com.au 
 
This year it’s being held on 23rd & 24th March, and 
for those that don’t know Kurri Kurri is just west of 
Newcastle. Bob and Dorren said : 
 
“They block off the main & surrounding streets for 

all the Hot Rods, Classic Cars, Buses, Caravans & lots 

more. 

There’s a large variety of cars on the Sunday with up 

to 500 spaces available, and lots of market stalls in 

the town park, Rock & Roll dancing & plenty more. 

We have been going for the last 3 years & it has 

grown bigger every year. It is a fantastic weekend 

walking around all the cars, stalls & taking plenty of 

photos.  

This year we are taking our 1962 Valiant “S” and 

our 1975 Ford Cortina for the Show & Shine on   Sat-

urday & Sunday”.  

They also included some pictures from last years 

event. Enjoy. 

Peter 



  R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW                                    Page 10 of 24                                                                      Issue 157 

 

“Have we got room for ANOTHER National Rally epic....YOU BETCHA !!!!!” 

5th NATIONAL RALLY – Perth, W.A – March-April 2012 

As experienced by John & Sue Pulo 

 

Well, after years of planning, we finally completed 
our trip to W.A. to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the R & S Valiants in Australia at the 5th National 
Rally, hosted by the West Australian club. It was an 
amazing trip for us, and despite any fears we may 
have had in the planning stages, we were able to 
realise John's dream of driving his R Series across the 
Nullarbor and Sue's dream of catching the Indian 
Pacific train from Sydney to Perth with the R Series 
on board!  

John spent the year leading up to March 2012 get-
ting the R Series ready. New tyres, wheel alignment, 
starter motor, shock            absorbers, spark plugs 
and leads, renewed front end, bushes, brakes 
checked, transmission serviced, hoses replaced …. the list    eventually came to an end and we were ready to leave.  The boot  was 
filled with John's usual list of spares, plus 2 x 10 litres petrol and 2 x 5 litres water – just in case! 

I was very relieved after we battled the peak hour Sydney traffic and arrived at Central Railway Station without any problems.  We 
then had a couple of hours before the Motorail staff drove the car onto the carriage – another nervous time, but it went without  
incident.  Another hour and we could load ourselves into our cabin and settle back for 3 days of sightseeing, taking photos and      
enjoying 3 course meals 3 times a day in the elegant Queen Adelaide Restaurant.  It was wonderful to watch the sunrises and sunsets 
and the countryside change from city to mountains, then farming country and flat desert plains. 

The train's first stop was Broken Hill, but unfortunately trackwork had slowed us up and we  only had 30 minutes at the station – just 
enough time to walk to the front of the train and make sure the R Series was looking undamaged!  The next stop was Adelaide, where 
we did a one hour bus trip of the City. Back at the train, we could see that the R Series had been moved and there were another 3 
Motorail carriages.  The next morning we arrived in Cook and this time we walked to the back of the train to check on the Val.  By 
now, we'd done a count and realised the Indian Pacific totalled 23 passenger carriages + 4 Motorail carriages + engines – no wonder 
it was too long to take a photo of the complete train – you couldn't even see all the train at once! 

We arrived in Kalgoorlie at night and did a bus tour, 
but were disappointed that the Super Pit was unex-
pectedly closed to visitors that night, for no appar-
ent reason.  (For everyone else like me, in case you 
didn’t know, the Super Pit is the Largest Open Pit 
Mine in Australia….don’t worry—I didn’t know ei-
ther—Peter). 

The next morning we arrived in Perth and then be-
gan the anxious wait to see if the Motorail staff 
could follow John's written instructions on how to 
start the R Series, where to find the handbrake and 
release it, change into drive and bring the precious 
cargo undamaged into our care.  I was ready to take 
photos to make sure the ramp wasn't too steep to 
cause any damage.  The good news was that the car 

started and was driven off without incident.  The bad news was that it was running extremely rough – not the quiet purr we heard in 
Sydney! We were very fortunate that Michael Barker from the WA Club had offered to meet us at the train station and was good 
enough to contact his local exhaust repairer, who agreed to check the car that morning.  We followed Michael to Mettam's Mufflers 
in Morley and they did a temporary repair to the exhaust line. Our suspicion is that the Motorail staff may have damaged the exhaust 
connection when they off-loaded and re-loaded the car in Adelaide, but there was no way to find out if that was true. 

Michael then led us to our accommodation at Karringup Waters Resort, where we met Tim & Joanne Schapel from South Australia 
and Gary & Lyn Simpson from Queensland.  After a quick off-load of luggage, we were following Michael's earlier instructions and our 
Perth street directory and driving back towards Perth to find the get together at Lathlain Park.  As we entered the freeway we could-
n't believe our good luck – there was Jim Mitchell's red R Series leading a convoy to our destination! 
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At Lathlain Park we were amazed to find Valiants of all de-
scriptions and after chatting with David & Jean Barnes from 
Queensland, Ken & Gloria Spurling from WA and others from 
previous rallies, we were given an instruction sheet for a sce-
nic drive around Perth.  We were then part of another convoy 
of Chryslers for the next couple of hours before ending up at 
the WA club's meeting room at Camberwell Park for dinner. 
They have a large grassed area with plenty of room to park 
lots of Valiants and we had heaps of people to meet, including 
Mal & Sandy Trull (and their dog) who drove their light blue R 
Series towing a caravan from Alice Springs.  But it was the red 
Dodge Lancer from WA that caught John's eye and he took 
lots of photos after an obliging owner, Larry Banks, moved it 
into a better position for him.  

The next morning we had time to relax before driving to a picnic area at South Perth on the foreshore of the Swan River for lunch.  
The WA club had given us a map with directions to the park from 4 directions and Ken Spurling had also supplied entrants with  a col-
our coded map showing our accommodation, their club room, muster point, service stations and the best way to get to each location.  
This became a much used reference for the next week, together with the Perth street directory John bought in Sydney before we left 
home – best investment ever! It was a very pleasant location under shady trees to catch up with old and new friends and swap travel 
stories.  Everyone was also able to check out one of Michael Barker's prized possessions – a Chrysler camp oven produced in World 
War II. 

The next morning about 10 cars left the muster point and headed south.  After a pit stop to pick up a few more Valiants, we l ined up 
about 14 cars in the car park of the Dardanup Tractor Museum – made an impressive sight.  The museum was an interesting place 
and well worth the visit – lots of large sheds with lots of memorabilia, not just tractors!  Also on display was an AP5 Valiant station-
wagon which was a Variety WA 2000 Bash car.  After lunch we drove on to Busselton and settled into our cabin for the next 2 nights.  
We met up with more rally entrants who were driving to Perth via the coast road.  Warwick & Jan were there, and from Victoria - 
Geoff & Allison Sarkies, Phillip & Jenny Russell.  That night all the Valiants headed off to the Busselton Drive-In.  Jim Mitchell (WA club 
President) did his best to get a unique photo shoot happening in the darkened drive-in.  R's and S's lined up together and then each 
row of cars turning on brake lights and/or headlights to highlight the cars in front.  It looked impressive, but our little camera didn't 
do it justice and getting instructions through to the drivers was quite a challenge! 

The feature movie was “Love The Beast”, more of a documentary of actor Eric Bana and his love of cars and rally driving.  Didn't no-
tice any Chryslers, but it was still interesting to watch someone's (almost) obsession with a car hobby. The next day the Valiant con-
voy headed further south through Margaret River to the Jewel Cave.  We always enjoy cave tours and this one was no exception.  
After lunch with other entrants, we all drove further south to Cape Leeuwin Lighthouse and were met by impressive views where the 
Southern and Indian Oceans meet.  Our leisurely drive back to Busselton took us past sunny beaches and through wine-growing coun-
try. 

On day 6 of the pre-rally tour we met up with Peter & Judy 
Banks from Victoria and learnt the heartbreaking details of 
their efforts to finally get to the rally.  They're experienced 
rally entrants and Peter put in months of itinerary planning 
for their drive to Perth with other Victorians, but their 
trusty Val had a mysterious breakdown in Port Augusta and 
had to be transported home.  Not to be defeated, they flew 
to WA, borrowed their son's car and joined in the rally 
comraderie! 

 



  R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW                                    Page 12 of 24                                                                      Issue 157 

 

 

After morning tea in the Busselton Veteran Car Club rooms, we strolled to the famous Busselton Jetty to get a close-up view.  I joined 
the Nicklins on the train ride to the end of the jetty, while John, Gary Simpson and others opted to walk the 1.8 kms to the end of the 
jetty – and then walk the return 1.8 kms back.  Either way, it was a great experience, and the walkers got back before the train pas-
sengers! 

The Valiant convoy then set off for Australind, just north of Bunbury, where Jim Mitchell's two brothers and their families had organ-
ised a wonderful picnic lunch under shady trees for us.  We really were being spoilt!  It was hard to drag ourselves away from the 
good food, good company and relaxing coastal views, but eventually we were back on the road to Perth and our cabin for the next 4 
nights. By now there were lots more Valiants beside cabins and caravans and lots more stories to hear. Like the Victorians who were 
in the cabin facing ours.  John spotted some damage to their front passenger guard and met David & Sandra Brown, members of the 
Bay City Chrysler Car Club in Geelong.  They were only about 100 kms from home when their S Series came off second best with a 
kangaroo.  Sandra needed medical attention from flying glass and the Valiant was worked on for hours by a friendly panel beater un-
til the headlights and guard were repaired and the car was roadworthy again for the drive to Perth. 

We spent the next morning driving back to Mettam's Mufflers in 
Morley where we'd booked in our “free” morning for them to do 
more permanent repairs to the R's exhaust system.  The local 
shopping centre was close by, so we also visited the Telstra shop 
for some software updates to be installed on my mobile to stop it 
turning itself off intermittently. That afternoon we all gathered at 
the WA club rooms for the official start of the rally with a meet 
and greet dinner.  It was a great setting in the late afternoon look-
ing out on about 30 Rs and Ss parked in 2 rows in Camberwell 
Park.  The rally bags were handed out and we eagerly checked out 
the contents, including rally shirts and name tag lanyards.  A lot of 
thought and effort had gone into the information on the lanyards.  
They included the rally emblem, an entrant's first name, the state they were from and the model car they were driving – ours fea-
tured a white 2 door hardtop with red interior!  The Nicklins name tags showed a light blue S Series!  The back of the name tags had 4 
contact mobile numbers for queries or breakdowns. A second tag attached to the lanyard showed the meals we had each paid for.  

We were up bright and early on the Friday morning to be at the muster point by 7am for the drive to Mandurah via Rockingham.  
Now we were getting to meet more WA club members for the first time and put faces to the names in the rally book.  The morning 
tea stop in Rockingham was typical of the hospitality we were getting used to from the WA club.  Drive through the WA countryside 
with directions handed out at the starting point, follow the Valiants into a carpark with plenty of room for all the entrants to park 
together, wander into a park with a water view, choose from the home-made cakes, biscuits, scones, jam and cream set out on tables 
and pour yourself a cool drink or cup of tea, coffee or hot chocolate from the boiling urn and chat to Valiant owners you've known for 

years or were meeting for the first time. 

The convoy then drove to Mandurah for our canal estuary boat cruise and lunch 
aboard the “Dancing Dolphin”.  We enjoyed an interesting commentary from the 
captain about the luxury homes, boats and parklands which lined the canals, and 
were lucky enough to have dolphins riding the bow waves right beside our seats!  
The fish and chips served on board were certainly enjoyed by all, as were the spe-
cialty ice creams once we were back on land. That night we were back at the WA 
club rooms for a presentation by Michael Barker of his book PushbuttonMatic 
Deluxe – 240 pages of Valiant memorabilia.  We knew all the hours Michael had 
put into compiling this book and we'd researched some early Valiant advertise-
ments in the NSW State Library for him to use, so we were very pleased to finally 
get our hands on one of the limited editions.  It's a credit to all his hard work. 
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Already it was Saturday and we left the muster point around 
8.30am for the drive to Langley Park on the shores of the 
Swan River and with the city skyline to the north side of the 
display area.  The official plan was to have the different 
models parked together, but it proved too hard to achieve 
on the day.  Nevertheless it  was a great display and we 
counted 39 Valiants – 1 Q, 15 R, 22 S and 1 Dodge Lancer.  
John was very keen to look over the red Q station wagon 
he'd imported with his 2 door R in 1996 and had sold to Mi-
chael Barker's sister, Andrea.  It was interesting to compare 
all the different exterior and interior colour combinations 
and individual special features that the owners had chosen 
to make their car different to the others.  The entrants 
choice voting was quite a challenge, as there were 11 cate-
gories, but we finally made our selections. 

That night the presentation dinner was held at Mulberry 
Farm in the Swan Valley and the trophies were awarded to very happy winners.  The trophies consisted of Trax models that had been 
sprayed gold – to highlight the 50th anniversary, and were then mounted on a map of Australia which was cut out of Jarrah timber – 
native only to Western Australia.  Another example of the time consuming attention to detail shown by the WA club.  Many hours of 
work went into taking the trim off the models and masking everything up before spraying and then re-assembling. 

TO BE CONTINUED.....NEXT ISSUE. 

 

Some pics from many 

years ago. See if you 

can spot a very young 

Charlie Dimech &  

Colin Kenny-Levick 

“Alf” Colorado 

Lee Martin & Peter Stead—

either moving a car into   

position, or stealing it. 

Barbara Colorado, 

Maureen Mills & 

Bobby Keys 
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All American Day  -  Castle Towers January 20th 
Peter Morthen 

 

So…..I get home after a night shift and ponder over whether or 
not I feel like going to the All American day, up in Castle Hill.  

It’s not a bad show…..they get about 200 flamin’ Mustangs, and 
about the same amount of all other types of old U.S cars, plus 
you can wander through the air conditioned splendor of a huge 
bloody shopping centre if it gets hot or rains—”win, win”. 

The main reason for my going though, was so Eloise could rack 
up a few more hours in the old Chariot for her “Learners Log-
book”. Fair dinkum, if you had to pay a driving school for the 
amount of hours they expect kids to practice for, you’d dead set 
be broke—120 hours of instruction. I don’t even want to think 
what it costs in petrol (probably shouldn’t complain seeing as we 
usually use L.P.G). 

Anyway……..she seemed keen for a drive, so we sticky taped the 
“L” plates to the grille and set off for the show. All was going 
great…..Eloise is a pretty good driver and the old Val was purring 
along—she doesn’t usually give me any trouble….Eloise OR the 
Val. It started raining….no problem….those super fast wipers had 
it all in check. Finally we get up toward the venue and suddenly 
came to a halt—traffic cued for God knows how long in the main 
street. So there we were, and I’m giving Eloise the lowdown on 
how “this is REAL city driving—get used to it”. We’re crawling 
along, slowly slowly, when finally we get to accelerate and 
…...NOTHING. The old heap simply stopped. 

Calmly, I told Eloise to put it in neutral and simply give it a pump 
and turn the key, which she did with less than no success. So 
there we are…..hot line of traffic building up behind us—I simply 
said “Eloise….time to push”. As I got out, a group of people came 
over and asked if they could help. Giving me no time to object, I 
had a mother, 2 kids and an old bloke all pushing the front of the 
Val backwards into a disabled parking spot while I steered -  fit-
ting I thought. Now…….the Val is a pretty reliable old beast and 
doesn’t normally have problems, so I started wondering what it 
could be.  

To be honest I have had a couple of similar things like this       
happen always during hot days and slow moving traffic. Opening the bonnet you could smell a bit of fuel.    
Turning the motor over wasn’t achieving anything so I figured I’d just leave it for a while because in the back of 
my mind was 2 words—Vapour Lock. 

Sure enough, after giving it 10 minutes, I was about to check that I had good spark when Eloise kicked it over 
and VOILA…..she’s running again. Now, I could have taken it into the show, but by now it had actually started 
to rain, and all I really wanted to do was have a quick look at some cars and head back to beautiful Campbell-
town, so we simply pulled over in a quiet spot and walked to the All American Day. 
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What can I say….there were lots of American cars.  
Fullstop. There’s always a lot of Yanky cars at this 
show, and if you like Mustangs then you’ll definitely 
enjoy it. I spotted Paul and Colin who—rather than 
represent our fine club with an R and S—chose to take 
Cols Cadillacs to display (sleeping with the enemy I 
think it’s called).  

That old saying “I’d rather push my Valiant than drive 
a (insert other make here)” really rang true this day, 
my friends. 

It was good not being “tied” to the show. Had a look 
around with Eloise, went inside and grabbed some 
grub, then gave the Mustangs the once over. Eloise 
bought a raffle ticket to win that old AP5 that’s doing 
the rounds…..I think she believes that purchasing a 
ticket actually means you own it already. I have to   
admit it was nice seeing my daughter get excited 
about an old car. 

Anyway…….to finish up my little story, we jumped back in the Val, and came the long way home sharing the 
drive to give her some more experience. She did well. For those interested the All American Day is on every 
year at the same time, and is a very “casual” car show. If you haven’t been you’ll enjoy being part of it and    
seeing all the different makes—some very nice stuff too. 

Peter 
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 Col Moneys “handy tips”....... 
Having the right tools will make the job easy. 

Do you know how many people come up and ask “How the hell do you get these damned handles off” ?  

 

Well, I made myself up a couple of little tools that 

make the job just that bit easier. The first is my door 

trim remover, which can be bought (in similar form) 

at most auto shops, while the second is my inner 

door handle remover - which is an old screw driver I 

cut a small “V” into a thin angle grinder blade and 

then heating it with an Oxy to give the right “bend”. 

For those that don’t know, on the rear of the window 

and door handles, there is a little circlip, which- when 

pushed onto the mechanism shaft- grabs onto a 

small recess on the shaft and stops the handle falling 

off. The trick to getting them off is to lift the circlip a 

bit, so it is free of the the groove, and then “jiggle” 

the handle off. 

 

Both the handles should be in the upright position, 

because when lifting the clip, you can do it from the 

right side. I like to use a screwdriver in between the 

handle and the “washer” (plastic) so as to push the 

door trim inwards, and allow room to gain access to 

the clip. Then, I insert my “grooved” screwdriver   

under the handle, and lift the little circlip whilst at 

the same time jiggling the handle so as to get  it free 

of the recess and slide it off the shaft. When Peter 

and I were discussing this article, he mentioned that 

he likes to use a teaspoon to remove the clip. Insert-

ing the spoon under the handle and prizing it up and 

down will have the same effect.   

 

Imagine (looking at the picture right) that the handle sits on a rectangular shaft, and you need to prize the top 

part of the clip up, and out of the recess– then pull the handle off. 

Obviously, it’s much easier said than done, but when you succeed with one, you’ll realise just what’s happening 

and– whilst it’s never easy, it will be a bit easier next time. 
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One day while stripping the paint off the old R Series, I had to remove those damned chromed round nuts un-

der the wiper arms. They have a couple of notches in them. 

Not having anything specific, I ended up   using an old angle 

grinder disc spanner. The picture is a bit blurry, but after 

some modification I managed to adapt it so I could put it 

over the chrome nut, grip it by those 2 recesses, and turn it 

without too much fuss at all. And it didn’t damage the 

chrome AT ALL. Not sure I’ll make millions from the Patent, 

but it did help get the buggers off. 

Till next time.... 

Colin Money 

Now for the door trims……. 

The door trims are held on by numerous little clips, which slot into holes on 

the actuall door, and are a kind of “press fit”. Getting them off can         

sometimes be difficult because….well….they just don’t want to come out. 

But, they ARE just pressed in, and should pull out. They just need some help. 

 

There are a few different tools you can buy for removing door panels, but 

they all do pretty much the same thing. The one I use is like a spatula with a 

groove that goes around the door clips. I insert it around the clip, and simply 

lever it away, springing the clip from it’s mounting point. There’d be about 

10 of these clips, so make sure you get them all, and just be careful so as not 

to damage either the clips or the trim itself.  

 

When the trim is off you will generally see that the bare door 

frame has a sheet of plastic across it. This plastic is pretty 

important, because it stops all the outside elements getting 

onto the door panel and  rotting it away. Things like dust, 

dirt, moisture …….all these things are kept out by this sheet 

of plastic,    although many people simply don’t bother re-

placing it. All it takes is getting a good quality plastic sheet 

and cutting it a little bigger than the door trim. You can se-

cure it using a bead of glue around the edge, just so it holds. 

Then you put the door trim back on and trim the excess…..I 

use a sharp Stanley know for the job. 

To put the door handles back you simply push them on the 

handle shafts and you’re done. 

And finally…...a tool for removing wiper shaft “round” nuts. 
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 1962 Valiant Register cars…………… 
More pictures of cars that have been entered on our online R&S VALIANT REGISTER. All the cars on the list have 

been submitted by their owners and are arranged according to their Body Numbers. This month, we have the 

following : 

RV1 - 4 - 001 

Owner : Ivan and June Smith who, incidentally, also own the very last Valiant ever made—a white CM Sedan 

which was housed at Purnell Bros., for many years. This Val is “No.1”….in auto at least. Somewhere out there 

lies another No.1, but in manual form. Maybe we’ll never 

find it. The pic below is how she looked in 1995 at the S.A 

All Chrysler Day, and (right) how she looks today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SV1- 4- 5460 

Owner : Bob Bell from Queensland put his car on 

the Register in 2004, so hopefully he’s still the 

owner. His car is one of the “higher” numbered 

Vals to be submitted. A lot of people don’t realize 

that for every body number on a 62 Val, there’s a 

matching number on another car- eg. this is an 

auto “S”, but somewhere there is also No. SV1– 2– 

5460…..which is a manual car. 

www.1962valiants.com/register/list.html 

http://www.1962valiants.com/register/list.html
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Club Grille Badges 
$30 

Window Stickers 
$5 

Vinyl Display Banner 
$25 

CLUB MERCHANDISE 
FREE POSTAGE WITHIN AUSTRALIA. 

Please use contact deals below to purchase items. 

2013 R&S Calendars 
$18 

Supplied by S.A Club. 

Limited Stock 

Hat / Lapel Badge 
$10 

Fridge Magnet 
$5 

Polo Shirts 
$28 

To order, please phone or email : 

   Colin Money : 0418 696 830  –   colin-money@bigpond.com 

Warwick Nicklin : 02 9481 8375 –   w.nicklin@bigpond.com 

         Vince Fuda : 0410 423 421  –   vince_fuda@toll.com.au 
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Minutes - General Meeting – 3
rd

 December, 2012 

 
 
Meeting Opened:  8:18 pm chaired by Colin Kenny-Levick 

Members Present:  Colin Kenny-Levick, Paul McCurley, John and Sue Pulo, Colin Money,  

 David Smith, Charles Dimech, Craig Downes, George Skondrianos, Bob Nix and Warwick &  

 Jan Nicklin 

Apologies:  Vince Fuda, Peter Morthen, and Tony Borg 

Minutes 5/11/12: Minutes of the previous meeting were read by Paul, accepted on the  

 motion of Warwick, seconded by John 

Treasurer’s Report: Tabled by WN, showed a credit balance of $7,457.96 at 30/11 after  

 income of $522.02 and expenses of $406.80. The term deposit matured again accruing $58.86  

 interest, and has been rolled over for a further three months. (Cheque account – $2,024.70; 

 Term deposit $5,433.26; National Rally account $550.00). 

 Warwick requested permission to pay invoices from Laberton (name  badges), Fairfield  

 Council (room hire), and reimburse Colin M for the Christmas party expenses. Report was  

 accepted on the motion of Craig, and seconded by Paul 

 Discussion was had re suggestions for increasing income and cutting expenses. It was  

 Resolved that : 

 *We should refocus our efforts to gain advertisers for the magazine. Rates: $150 for quarter  

 page, $250 for half page, $400 for full page and $600 for rear cover and inside front cover. 

 *Consider holding an annual fund raiser – to be discussed further. 

 *Members wishing to attend CMC Eastern Creek Display Day should pay their own entry fees. 

 *Members attending the Christmas Party should contribute $5.00 per head (children to remain 

 free). 

 *We should seek ideas for parts that we can produce in order to increase spare parts sales and  

 promote sale of current parts. 

 * We should seek ideas for merchandise that we can produce in order to increase merchandise  

 sales and promote sale of current merchandise. We should mix club specific items for sale to  

  members with non club specific items we can also sell outside the club. 

 *We should increase annual membership fees by $5 per year (the last increase was in 2002).  

Membership Report:  56 plus 4 life members, making a total of 60. Warwick will remove those  

 that have not renewed from the list 

Correspondence In: Tax Invoice for $74.40 from Fairfield Council for meeting room hire Oct to Dec 2012 

 Application form from Fairfield Council for hire of meeting room 2013 

 2013 S.A. Club calendar 

 Shannons Melbourne Auction 26th November 2012 

 Sydney Super Swap at Hawkesbury Showground on 17th February 2013 

 Yarramalong Manor near Wyong 

Magazines In:  R & S Club of Victoria – November 2012 

  R & S Club of S.A. – October 2012 

  Albury-Wodonga Chrysler Club – November 2012 

Corres. Out: Welcome letters with name badges to new members. Warwick emailed Wholesale Trophies to 
 query the price of the grille badges 
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ACD Report: Careflight received a donation of $1,200 on behalf of the Committee.  

 Pedestrian gate takings were down this year. Next year’s day will be held 20
th
 October, with  

 entry to cost $15 and gates closing at 10.00 am. Pinky will MC the event. There are vacancies  

 on the Committee 

Events Report: 29 adults and 4 children attended the Christmas party. Colin K-L thanked  

 Colin M and Craig for organizing the day 

Club Plates: Nothing to report  

Spare Parts: Warwick tabled the stocktake report. Some clarification is needed on pricing for items sold as 
sets 

General Business: Pamela Money sent thanks for the flowers the Club sent on the passing 

 of her mother. Colin M thanked Vince for the donations of raffle prizes for the Christmas party. 

National Rally:  Craig had laid out several proposed routes on a map for a pre-Rally drive 

 from Chryslers on the Murray to The Entrance. The run would travel through the Central 

 Western Plains for those wishing to travel in a group from Albury to the Rally 

Next Meeting: Monday, 4
th
 February, 2013 at 8:00 pm    

Meeting Closed: 10:00 pm 

 

Minutes - General Meeting – 4
th

 February, 2013 

 

Meeting Opened:  8:04 pm chaired by Colin Kenny-Levick 

Members Present:  Colin Kenny-Levick, Paul McCurley, John and Sue Pulo, Colin Money,  

 David Smith, Charles Dimech, Tony Borg, Barrie Osborn, Warwick & Jan Nicklin, George  

 Skondrianos and Vince Fuda,  

Apologies:  Craig Downes, Peter Morthen and Bob Nix 

Welcome: Colin welcomed Barrie Osborn to the club 

Minutes 3/12/12: Minutes of the previous meeting were read by Paul, accepted on the motion of Colin M,          
seconded by Charles 

Treasurer’s Report: Tabled by WN, showed a credit balance of $7,252.18 at 31/12 after  

 income of $182.52 and expenses of $388.30 (Cheque account – $1,973.94; Term deposit  

 $5,433.26; National Rally account $550.00), and a credit balance of $7,407.20 at 31/01 after  

 income of $155.02 and nil expenses. (Cheque account – $1,818.92; Term deposit  

 $5,433.26; National Rally account $550.00). 

 The term deposit is due to mature again and will be rolled over for a further three months.  

 Warwick requested permission to reimburse Colin M $18.15 for expenses, and himself $12.00  

 for stamps. Report was accepted on the motion of Paul, and seconded by David  

Membership Report:  58 plus 4 life members, making a total of 62. 

Correspondence In: Receipt for $74.40 from Fairfield Council for meeting room hire Oct to Dec 2012 

 Shannons Sydney Auction 4
th
 February 2013 

Magazines In:  R & S Club of Victoria – December 2012 

  Queensland R & S Club – January/February 2013 

  R & S Club of S.A. – November 2012 

  R & S Club of Aust (W.A.) – October-December 2012 

  Chrysler Restorers' Club – December 2012 

  Albury-Wodonga Chrysler Club – December 2012 and January 2013  
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ACD Report: Nothing to report. First meeting for the year is yet to take place 

Events Report: Colin and Laurel-Anne K-L attended the Lady Luck Nostalgia Festival in 

 Katoomba, and spotted Chantal Sneddon’s car there, as well as another white S. 

 Colin K-L and Paul attended All American Day in Castle Hill (in Colin’s Cadillacs). Peter  

 Morthen & Eloise attended as spectators after Peter’s S broke down on the way. Over 500 cars 

 attended the day. 

 Several members attended the CARnvial (former Motorfest) on Australia Day as spectators.  

 Chantal Sneddon was spotted working for the Historic Houses Trust in the Mint building.  

 There is still no information available for the CAVOA Display Day. 

 Next run is to the Entrance on 17
th
 February, meet at McDonalds Thornleigh at 9.00 am 

 ACD Run venue may change as Brian Linigen’s property may be sold to the RTA by then 

Club Plates: Mike Benson requested to use his car for his niece’s wedding on 2
nd

  

 February. Permission was granted and a letter of approval was emailed 

  

Spare Parts: Warwick tabled the stocktake report. Vince advised he was waiting on  

 some lenses to arrive to supply an order from the Vic R & S Club. 

General Business: Colin M advised that Kim Bowman, wife of Keith from the PT Cruisers  

 Club, had passed away. 

 Shannon’s Insurance have new underwriters in AAI. 

 George wants to buy a set of Tasman mag wheels 

National Rally:  Recon run to the Entrance on 17
th
 February. We need to have venues secured and logo designs 

finalised soon. 

Next Meeting: Monday, 4
th
 March, 2013 at 8:00 pm    

Meeting Closed: 9:46 pm 

Corres. Out: Magazines were posted over the Christmas/New Year break 

Editor’s Report:  Advertising rates discussed at last meeting were revised to $150 for half  

 page, $250 for full page, and $300 for outside rear, inside front or inside rear covers. 

CMC Report: Entry for Eastern Creek Classic this year will be $15. This year will  

 celebrate 100 years of Aston-Martin and 50 years of the CMC. Warwick will pay our  

 membership renewal and order 10 tickets for Eastern Creek (Area B as 1
st
 preference) 
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FOR SALE 
1962 “R” Series Valiant. 

 

 

Beautiful car, unregistered but runs beautifully. 

Always garaged.  Has some rust in the  floor pan 

front and back, and small amounts here & there. 

Original paintwork, a restorers dream .   

Registered by me 1991, in Sydney, and running ever 

since .  

I was a member of the R & S SERIES CAR CLUB of QLD 

mid 90’s . I de-registered the car in 2006 and garaged 

it ever since, until now . This is a beautiful black, 4 

door, original car with boomerang toe bar, mainly 

unrestored. 225 slant six purrs . Suitable for easy  

restoration 49,000miles on odometer.  

Currently garaged at Tweed Valley Northern NSW . 

More details :  David Adams 

Phone -   02  66728374 

Email -   davidphilipadams@hotmail.com 
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