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Club Calendar & Runs 2021
Contact Bob Thomsen 0418 162 808 or Colin Money 0418 696 830 for information
ALL RUNS ON HOLD UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE DUE TO COVID LOCKDOWNS

Please note: There is no January meeting
January 17

All American Day Macarthur Square 200 Gilchrist Drive Campbelltown 9.00am $20 car Entry
Postponed Until March

February 1

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM

February 14

Henry Kendall Cottage Gosford. Meet at McDonalds Pennant Hills Rd Thornleigh 9.30am
Lunch at Fishermans’ Wharf Woy Woy.Meet at McDonalds Thornleigh 9.00am

March 1
March 7
March 21

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
Berry Markets. Meet at Pheasants Nest 9.30am
All American Day Macarthur Square 200 Gilchrist Drive Campbelltown Postponed until July 4

April 5
April 18

Meeting Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
Little Hartley Village & Portland. Meet at Glenbrook Information Center 9.30am

May 3
May 23

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
Lithgow Firearms Museum. Meet at Glenbrook Information Centre 9.00am

June 7
June 27

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
Model Park 869 Luddenham Road Luddenham. Meet at park. 10.00am. Entry $20 per car

July 4
July 5
July 18

All American Day Macarthur Square 200 Gilchrist Drive Campbelltown 9.00am $20 car Entry
Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
Run to Illawarra Airplane Museum. Meet at Uncle Leo’s Garage 9.00am

August 2
August 22
August 27-29

AGM and Election of Committee -Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
CMC Shannon’s Classic Eastern Creek. Meet at Eastern Creek Raceway 8.30am
Wake Run—Canton Beach Holiday Park. Registration Required – Meet at Venue

September 6
September 19

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
Macarthur’s Homestead. Meet at Curry Reserve 24 Camden Valley Way Elderslie 10.00am

October 4
October 24
October 29-31

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
All Chrysler Day – Museum of Fire Penrith. Open for Entrants 7.30 – 9.00 AM. Meet at
Venue.
Chryslers on the Murray - Gateway Lakes, Wodonga. Victoria (Travel time Oct 18 —Nov 6)

November 1
November 14

Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley- 8.00 PM
Bathurst Run. Meet at Glenbrook Information Centre 8.30am

December 5
December 6

Club Christmas Lunch—TBA
Meeting - Brian Wunsch Centre 128 Avoca Rd Wakeley - 8.00 PM
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President’s
Message

I would like to congratulate long-time WA club member and a member of our club (and magazine contributor)
Mike Barker, for being elected president of the WA club (officially, The R & S Series Valiant Car Club of Australia
Inc.). For those who do not know, the WA club was the first R & S club formed in Australia, back in 1975. Our
founding member, Anthony Benson, contacted that club in 1977 and was encouraged to start a NSW chapter.
We used the same club logo for many years until we adopted our own logo, similar to the one we use today but
altered slightly after incorporation.
Mike and I have a close working relationship on all things Q, R & S Valiant and Lancer and we will discuss items of
relevance where we can promote the common causes of our state clubs. Having said that, I also enjoy a good relationship with Tim Schapel (SA) Paul Miller (VIC) and David Barnes (Qld) and believe that sharing parts, information and common areas of interest, can only strengthen us as a whole.

It is with some sadness that I report the passing of Betty Barter (nee Morgan). As a young woman on January 18
1962, she drove the new RV1 Valiant into the auditorium at the Yorke Motors dealer launch, at The Highway Inn
in Adelaide. Our member, Chantal Sneddon, called me in mid-August to inform me of Betty’s passing. As I have
mentioned in previous articles, Betty had a string of credits to her name in motor racing and Hollywood movies.
The launch was probably her least spectacular effort, but it is what we loved her for the most. We had invited
Betty to be a special guest at the 2015 National Rally but she was too frail to travel. Our condolences go out to
Betty’s family and friends.

Don’t forget, your car needs exercise in lockdown too, but please observe the Covid rules.

Colin Kenny-Levick

R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW
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Another Pictorial Update
on Peter Morthen’s Green
RV1 That I have dubbed...

By Colin Kenny-Levick

Many of us have watched in amazement at how quickly and
how well Pete has rebuilt this car. For a rank amateur (like
most of us), he has taken the bull by the horns (or is that
dragon by the tail) and “had a go” But not just had a go. He
has been meticulous in each task he attempts. You will see
his posts on the club (and other) Facebook pages. He also
takes the time to do YouTube posts for the tricky bits, to
assist others who follow. Many of us have found out the
hard way, but Pete is thoughtful enough to help others who
will surely come up against these issues in the future.
Peter has attacked this restoration pretty methodically, doing what is needed to be done first, unlike some of us (yes, I
am talking about me) who jump all over the place.
Whilst it looks almost done, Pete reassures me that there is
still plenty of work to do on it before it is complete and
ready for the road. He is currently working on the harness
and other electrical bits and pieces and is still to add the
glass and tackle upholstery, roof lining and door cards.
By the way, if you know where Peter can obtain a set of
wide white walls at a reasonable price, let him know. That
is all this car needs to set if off with a million dollar look.
More on this car to come...
R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW
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My Western Australian Trip
February 2021

By Colin Kenny-Levick

For those of you who don’t know, I work for a
company that ships classic cars from around
the world (yes, I import other people’s dream
cars). So I go interstate to see dealers and buyers of these cars, however, lately I haven't
been going anywhere. Back in February, it was
a different situation. I went to WA to see some
clients but I always fly in on Sunday. I had told
Mike Barker that I would be there and we
caught up over at long time WA club member
and ex president, Jim Mitchell’s place. He and
Pauline were gracious hosts. On arrival, I was
impressed to see an immaculate QX1 V200 in
the driveway.
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Jim told me it was “given” to him by a
gentleman in Queensland. He had told
Jim that it would be his after he passed
away but then decided, “why wait?” So
Jim brought this fine example back to
The Golden State.
I then turned around to see his resplendent “burnt orange” RV1 in the
car port. Jim has added a few hard to
find goodies to this one. The Dodge
Lancer stainless trim below the windows with contrasting white paint
above was planned for the first valiant
but dropped before production, only to
see the light of day on the upmarket
Lancer in 1961. The chrome “spears” on
top of the front fenders were a US option and deck lid V200 emblem was on
all but Australian cars (of V200 exterior
trim). North American SV1 backup
lights grace the car under the bumper
and twin exhausts suggest V8 power.
Without taking a step, I turned around
and there was a red RV1 in the back
workshop, so we wandered down
there. It was an early Valiant enthusiasts dream. There, hanging from the
rafters were thousands of parts—some
common, some very rare and hard to
find. I looked up and spied a full, new
old stock (NOS) side panel for a Q, R or
S Series Valiant (this was a common
part and would have been for accident
repairs available through MoPar).
I think Jim may have cornered the Market on stainless and aluminium trim.
There was so much of it above head,
but he suggested I look around the corner and there was even more. I think I
spied some ultra rare RHD push button
heaters. My guess is that there would
have been about 100 made available
for the Australian market and that all
have survived.
R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW
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And, of course, what collection of parts
would be complete without a full, running
aluminium block slant 6 with headers.
Those blocks are rare and highly sought
after here and in the USA.
About a half hour later, WA club editor
and all–round nice guy, Neal Crocker
rolled in with his S Series. He was having
some issue with his car and called up Jim
to have a look. Perhaps unsurprisingly,
Jim has an inspection pit he built in to his
workshop. The ceiling height isn't enough
for a car lift (and there are too many
parts hanging from it), so next best thing,
go down. They sorted out whatever was
wrong and Pauline brought us out coffee
and biscuits. We kicked back talking
about cars and clubs and enjoyed some
camaraderie.

Jim Mitchell
Neal Crocker

Mike Barker

Colin Kenny-Levick

We went inside to see Jim’s considerable
collection of models cars and memorabilia. It filled a large part of the room and
was an impressive sight. I would hate to
add up what all that has cost over the
years, but car guys never look back and
add up the cost—It’s in the code, I’m
sure.

I had a busy week ahead, so I thanked
them for their hospitality and made my
way back to the my hotel, but first, a detour. Mike had mentioned this large mural on a wall at Malaga. He was one of the
artists and was responsible for the
letter”M”. Check out P12.

R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW
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Of course, my WA trip story doesn't end
there. Mike would be going away in a
couple of days (ironically, to Sydney)
and said that there was someone else I
should meet.
He suggested we could go there after
work on Monday, so when I finished, I
drove to the address that Mike had given me (thank God for GPS). I arrived and
the security gates to the factory units
were locked. Mike arrived and called his
colleague, Bill Fletcher and Bill opened
the gates and we drove up to his factory
unit. Bill is one of those salt-of-the-earth
guys who is incredibly talented and inventive, but has probably been crossed
before in his life and is wary of
strangers. Thankfully, he trusts Mike and
if I was okay by Mike, I was okay by him.
Bill makes some of his own parts and to
a very high standard (a bit like our own
Tony Borg).
This is a LHD import that Bill converted
himself and restored to the high standard you see here. Triple SU carburetors
and easy breathing headers would ensure that this car would move pretty
quick off the line.
Note that rare grill guard.

R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW
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After checking out Bill’s two door R, Mike said
“look up”. There I saw an immaculate Australian R Series with a dust cover on the mezzanine. I think there was also a Charger but I
couldn't take my eyes of the R Series.
“How did they get it up there?” I asked.
“Forklift” came the answer. I hope they used
mink covered tines (faux fur, of course). Bill
had another shed with Chrysler motors and
various parts he was looking to move on and
consolidate to one shed.
That was an amazing afternoon. Thank you
Bill.
Later in the week, I was coming out of a
meeting with a client and just got into my
rental and I saw a white S Series turn the corner. Quickly, I grabbed my phone and peeled
off a few shots. With WA plates “1962 S” I figured he would certainly be a member of the
WA club but he was gone in a flash, so I didn’t
get a chance to ask.
I had planned on going back to WA in June,
but closed borders put an end to that journey
- well at least for now. I would like to coordinate my next trip with a WA club meeting.
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Chameleon Chryslers
By Colin Kenny-Levick

The picture above is the original photograph,
unretouched, taken on the photoshoot with
a Gambier Blue RV1. The front is in shadow
and many of the highlights are subdued. But
this wasn't always suitable for the magazines
and marketing material that demanded
something different. Enter the studio artist.
This visual “deception” was widely practiced
in the 1950s and 60s, with an airbrush on an
artist’s easel. Want a different colour? Sure.

Scene 1 –At the Beach
Look at the three images on this page. The
Gambier Blue top shot is a brightened version of the original There are obvious signs
of retouching. Looking at the middle shot,
the couple in the background appear in exactly the same position but the car is now
Leaf Green. Nothing has changed but the
colour of the Valiant.
What isn’t clear is who made the decision to
change the colour and why. I assume this
was taken down along one of the peninsulas
near Adelaide.
Finally, I think the artist decided to have
some fun. For the cover of the JanuaryFebruary cover of the Chrysler dealer network only MoPargram -Volume 3 issue 3;
the colour was changed to red. This was not
a colour made available by Chrysler Australia, which is a pity. (Indeed, Chrysler Corp
USA had red for an option only on the upmarket V200 series. All other colours were
shared with the V100—even metallic silver).
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Scene 2 - In The Park
Our love birds are back with a costume
change or two. The blue car in the top
image in most certainly not blue in reality. It is way too dark for Gambier Blue.
The white walls look painfully white, like
someone who has had their teeth whitened and they look too bright.
Again, the couple up the back are in the
same pose in shot two as they are in
shot 1 but the car is in New Beige. This
may actually be the correct colour.
In the third image, we have the same
couple in the same park on the same
day with…an SV1? Well, no. As with any
photo shoot, you would take a few rolls
of film (yes, that plastic celluloid stuff
with photosensitive emulsion and
sprocket tracks) and select only a few
for publication. So after the big fanfare
of the RV1 launch only a few weeks prior, Chrysler management weren't about
to repeat the exercise and expense of
doing it all again. The answer? Airbrush
the changes to make an S Series out of
an R Series shot. They also lightened the
paint to nothing like Deep Bronze, the S
series neutral colour. That, and a clever
change of license plate must have fooled
everyone. Note, no gap between the
grill surround and Valiant name plate
and the wider stainless steel strips along
the lower part of the doors also have no
break in between. It must have been
hard to open the doors!
No doubt, these “cheap” alterations
saved Chrysler a lot of money and they
(and the graphic designers of the day)
would have been in awe of what we
have been able to do with images like
these since Adobe first introduced Photoshop in 1990.
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Scene 3—On The Land
Three locations—two cars –one (I assume)
graphic artist.

Here, we have another trick employed by graphic designers back then and still today. It is called deep etching. Basically cutting out the bits you want to remove —exit garden, enter vista, as shown with the Alpine White R Series.
Take a Leaf Green R and turn it into a Sage Green S, with
the stroke of an air brush. The dull unretouched car is in
front of the farmhouse below.
Then there was the unusual discovery of a wire fence and
posts (yellow arrows) that appear in the black and white
owner’s manual that don’t appear in the brochure. It must
have offended the designer’s uncluttered imagination.
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The News of your
Australian R & S
Series Valiant
Headlining
By Colin Kenny-Levick

Owning two R series and two S Series in various states of (dis) repair, I get to come across quite a few differences that may not be commonly known. One of these “discoveries” was the material used in the headlining.
With the R Series and early S below (in normal and close up shots), you can see fine lines running across the
fabric. The latex runs in rows but this design had an inherent weak point and the fabric would often shred
along those lines. I would imagine that there was some wastage during installation at the Mile End assembly
plant because this pattern only returned on early build S series and was soon replaced by the stronger fabric.

The later S Series (below) had a solid coverage of latex which overcame the shredding problem and was a much
more stable fabric. Both fabrics were locally sourced (I understand that Nylex supplied the seat and door vinyl
but I can’t be sure if they supplied the headlining). I also found with the headlining that the R Series dome light
sits closer to the front of the cabin, with the S series being more central. I did note that the S Series headlining
was similar to that used on the 1959/60 Australian Ford Fairlane 500/Custom 300/Ranchwagon-same supplier?
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Dealer Give-Away Brochures:

By Mike Shime

In the last newsletter, we talked about how amazing the
Australian advertisements were to try and entice you to
buy the amazing new 1962 R or S Series models from
Chrysler Australia Limited were… And how substandard
all the other advertisements from around the world were
at the same time……
Oops, actually it was the other way round. Australia was
the disappointing one of the group.
Well, when it came to putting out a brochure we started
to get our act together and actually produced a nice version. It did look fairly similar between the two models,
but it was a good effort in my books. Maybe the cars
were such a secret or rush to get here that they didn’t
have the time to put in the work for the ads and went
straight into brochure mode. Either way, we had them.
But of course other countries did as well. Some countries
just copied the USA versions and even put them into their
local language. Others made their own versions like Australia did. You start to see some of the same images used
in the USA brochures in other overseas brochures.
A couple of similar differences that I have come across
are;
There are 5 versions of the 1960 “The story of the Valiant” A smaller version was used as a promotion in the
Readers Digest magazines that used to come out in great
popularity in the USA. One was for the United Kingdom
and the English speaking market. Another for the French
speaking European Market and a random one I am still
working out where it was released.
In another side by side image we can see both French and
German language used in the brochures
The 1961 USA version was a joint effort with that year’s
larger (Non Compact) Plymouth version. There was a
common larger brochure and a not so common smaller
brochure. The Canadians must have liked the Valiant part
as they pretty much used all the Valiant content in their
brochure. But they changed the cover picture. Then a
version of the Canadian one turned up in the UK as well.
There were a few smaller changes but not many…The UK
version had an image of the rear of the wagon ready for a
set of happy campers with a tent in the background. Then
that image showed up in some European brochures but
with people in it.
A Japanese brochure was released with English on the
front but Japanese text within and on the back cover.
R & S Series Valiant Car Club of NSW
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A very interesting brochure was
printed in England for the 1962 Valiant Diesel cars. It promoted the
efforts of the Perkins P4/203 Diesel
motor. It was released by Chrysler
International S.A. which did Chrysler products in the European region
at the time. Where are these actual
62 Diesel Valiants are today? It
would be a very interesting look to
see one at a show.
The Swiss did things their way.
They didn’t use any of the available
images from the USA. They had
their own photoshoots and layouts
and chose a different colour pallet
to promo the Valiants. But the
Mexicans also did their own thing.
The Automex company even had
illustrations in their brochures, mixing it up even more.

And those “Mad about Valiants”
group down below the USA, the
Argentinians, made a stack of brochures promoting the 62 Valiants in
their own style as well. Mixing photography with illustrations.
The Australians did this mix as well.
Maybe it’s a southern hemisphere
thing. Australia released one brochure for the R-Series and one for
the S-Series. Over the years a reproduction version has been made.
The R-Series reproduction is very
easy to spot. It has a rear illustration of an S-series in the brochure
whereas the original R-Series brochure has an...R-Series image.
There are plenty more brochures
from around the world made for
these 60-62 Valiants. Some are
common, some I have only seen
once and I am guessing there are
many more out there rarely seen.
But one things for sure—the early
Valiants were very popular, with
almost 500,000 sold in the 60-62
(well, actually 1959-1963 era).
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Members’ Parts - Wanted & For

Club Parts For Sale—Contact Colin Money

Sale*

Members’ Prices Only

Colin Money has been restoring a wide variety of R
& S stainless steel body mouldings. He has painstakingly developed tools and dies to remove any dents
or imperfections and then buffs and polishes them
to a chrome-like shine.

BADGES
1. R & S Series "Torqueflite" Boot Lid—$45.00
2. R Series "By Chrysler" Boot Lid—$60.00
3. R series "Valiant" Front Guard - each—$45.00
4. R Series " Valiant" Boot Lid - each—$45.00
STICKERS
5. Air Cleaner Stickers—$7.50
6. Fire Wall Stickers—$7.50
LENSES
7. S Rear Indicator (Flat Yellow) - Set of 2 identical—$40.00
8. R Rear Indicator (Curved Yellow) - Set (1 L & 1 R) - $40.00
9. R & S Front Indicator - Set (1 Left & 1 Right) - $70.00
10. S Rear Tail Light (Round) - Set of 2 identical—$80.00
11. R Rear Tail Light (Cats Eyes) - Set (1 left & 1 Right) - $90.00
GENERAL
12. Fuel Senders — $95.00
13. Rear Axle Oil Seals - Set of 2—$15.00
14. Manual Gearbox Gasket Kit HJ179 – Set—$10.00
15. Auto Transmission Gasket —$20.00
16. Auto Trans Gear Shaft Rubber Seal—$10.00
17. Thermostat Housings—$18.00
18. Rubber Hose Block-offs - heater—$5.00
19. Interior Dome Light Covers—$35.00
20. Inner Speedo Cables—$45.00
21. Inner and Outer Speedo Cables—$120.00
22. Radiator Hose lower P/N 0014 (both R & S) - $30.00
23. Radiator Hose upper RV1. P/N 0072 - $20.00
24. Radiator Hose upper SV1. P/N 0013- $20.00
25. Ignition & Door Key Blanks—$3.00
26. Boot Key Blanks -$3.00
27. Wiper Spring Stainless Steel - $10 each
CLUB MERCHANDISE
28. Grille Badge—$25.00
29. Lapel Badge—$7.00
30. Club Polo Shirt—$25.00
31. Club Baseball Caps—$15.00
32. Club Bucket Hats—$15.00
33. Club Car Window Sticker—$5.00
34. R & S Laser-cut Displays—$75 (Limited Stock)

Contact Colin Money for availability and prices.
Call 0418 696 830
*Sellers—Please advise editor when listed items are sold
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Club Parts For Sale—See Page 20 for Prices
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